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IliTRODUC"'I ON 

-he \ <ht-u Civilhm ~efenrP r.roup (CIDG) ~amp had the 1•rimnry 

nis~ion of nor·er surveill~ncn nnd of interdiction of eneny infiltr~-

tion r-ut.Pr fron taos through A fbau 1s e:-siened tactic"'l area of 

re:-ponsibilit:1 (TAvR) . '"'he crunn ·~as located nt coorclj_netes YC .'Q/f'l4 

in I ~orpn '"'actical Zone (CTZ), 1enublic of '"ietnen, approximnt!!lv 

p; "Y.iJ.oo'!!t~'rs south-west of 'lue, 90 kiJometers wPst o! ::11 ?'ang, and 

5 kiloneters Past of the laotit~n borde::.- ("'ab A, ~ketch i·~ap of '"'isposi

tion of '·'riancU·r ~"orces in I C"'Z) . Camp A ~hau was attacked on 9 l1:'1 rch 

1966, pllrtially oYerrun on 10 "crch, and evacuated em that sa:ne day. 

-his is the c'escription of <.he Battle for CeMn '. "hau to include the 

foL:o•1ing : 

(1) 'T'he intelli gence l uildup end background event~ precodir;;; 

the bat.tle ; . 
(2' 1e battle it:-elf - the a:.uck r-y t~e .. orth ' 1 ietr.a::~ese 

:..r.:ry (!~"A) 18B and 95B ~:~c:im· nts •:ith th up;:orting forcc!J 

and the defense of Camp A fbau by the sprcinl forces an6 CJDC 

garrison, rupported hy tnctic~l aircrAft; 

(J) The breakout ~nd ~vAsion of ·h~ ~~rri~on 's r.urvivor~, 

10-],2 l!tr ch . 

5th fpeciaJ ~orces Croup (Airborne) , lst rpecial ~orc~s (her~

~fter referred r..o a!. 5th f'i'Gp) , ·•ith headquartcrr at ~ilia ~rant;, had 

renJonsPil;i.ty for exect:ti on of he CIDC pror·rai"!l . The ~~DC program 

consi:sted of using 'fietnamesc i rrerulars , under collr'lBnd :::>f ''ietnamese 

fpecial ~c~ce~ (1 1 DB) per~onnel advised by United ftates Army fpecial 

o~cer (~P~fF) ocrsonnel, to concuct offen•ive operations from CTDG 

base car.tps aP,ainst "'iet Cong and ~~A forcer. , '"ore than sev~nty c:r-n 



rlP~ch:n<-nt , t.hrPe or :nor!.' Cl[)G lirht rcuerrilJ"' companior, :\nC on" or 

r:ore ~·r.G CO!:Ibnt reoconnni~!'O.ncc platoons (C!tr 1 s) . ~he ri!"sions 

a~ si ·ner1 to th~> CTDC cnmps included ho folJ o~>~inr; : 

(1) Conc'h1ct of offensive o~rntions ae11inst th, <>nr>nv ; 

(2) lnterclict.ion of t;mf"my lin.,s of co"nunica ion::> ; 

( ~) Conr'uct of !~order surveillance opPrations : 

(/,) CollP.ction end repor ting of information of intPlJigence 

·:alue: 

(5) Con-'uct of -sycholorical nnd chic ac'ion o-prr"•ion~ . 

~he C!DG pro~"r"rn uns effectiv(>l'' acco:ilplir,hing it.s a~sic-nec' 

-..i~rions in the ·'intPr ol' 1065 - 1ot,6, Jn afdition , it. w;~ accomplish-

ing other innor tnnt but not a~si~ned runc~ionz : 

(1) ~Pcurity to loca} populaces ; 

( 2) Destruction of .'i et Cong poll tical :!nd -.dli tary infrD-

str ucterr in oopulated areas under ::r.:: c"ntrol ; 

( 1) DeniP 1 of nili tar' age manpo\.ler to the ~>nem.v ; ( "'hou sand~ 

of C$ i r rerul'lrs in the provarn wer e recruited fro~ areos unr1cr 

prl.'t'!oninately ~'>nel!"' control. ''ost of ·.be i rregulars would have 

been (\r afted h:r the lfi et 'iong had not qJecial forces recruited 

them fir~t . ) 

(4) Control of l ocal ponulationt, 

~100 camps tlere -eneraUv located in areas unce- ene, .. con'rol 

and ·here frienn•· r-o• ·n' iooal units di d not haHtually OP'Jr"'te . ""he 

CI:X: perforred ar econony of force :Uncti'n in ~he var t'!ffort, carry-

int; t hn "flr to th enerv enc ceu"ing ':.he ene::cr to tie un l:lBnv of his 

unit:; fo» "'C~'Urity "'Ol·~s . Pecause of their isoletec locationr mxl 

thoir interference ·.i th <:-ne!'!"' operations , be cnx; camrs "P.re, in 

:-eneraJ , vuJ.r t"r able • o the enemy attack by ruper ior forces at 'he time 

I 

I 

I 



• 

~~ nlo~e or t~e ene~ ' r choo~int . 

\ll hou.-h !-\~ 5~h fFGp and u DB Heacouart.Pr~ ''XPrd red co ... - .and 

c·: r +l-tci:- r erpe V~> 11C11
1 

11 !3" , a~d 11 A11 cetnchmrntc , t h!"J did :-:ot 

"X~>rc-ire O"'"rationai con•.rol. r ne U~A~F and i lDB 11C11 dctllchm"nt 

CO:""::Elny) WllF Jocnt, .: in each of .he ~'"'Z 1 s . 'l'hcy "ulfi)]r.d col'lll18nd 

ancl ron1 rol func 'ions over t;heir res1'ec~ivc n r n nnd "A" detachments . 

C-::e :- ··tion~l control over t he USASF "C" detachment in 0ach ~"'Z \ltls 

E'Y"r c icf'd l.J•r t he set · American mil:i.tazy advisor . Oper ational con-

t:-~1 over he I.LDB "C11 detachment and over .he CIDG camp~· in ~>ach 0':'Z 

'·~ r ~(•rci~erl ly the '.RV'' corps commander . 

':'he UEA~l:' per ronnel were adYisors to "!le '1 DF in <>xr•cution of the 

c::,r. progran, except that in the case of t he "ike "'orce butt.'!lions 

the .;:ter icons exe"'Cisec dir ect co· mand ~ver .he "ietnamese CI:xi 

i:-re-~:1-:rr . ,..ha ' ike ~orce batt.E.lions were the res~rve <tnc:l r eactio:1 

fo:-~s for he CIDG oro~ram. !he 5th <?Qp ~eadouarters and each 

uc;.C'"' 11C11 dcwchment in each c-z had one 'ike "orce battaJion . "'he 

bat-:..:llionF \~ere renerally r eferred t o an~ inforr.ally i dPntified by 

thei: home rr!SC ca!>!p, S'..!<::h as t he " lffia ~rang 11 "ike "orce anrl l,hP. 11 Dn 

llan"'" ike · orcc . 

o:-ince t he UfAfF de t achments ~1ere in "advisory" roles at the GIDG 

camps r.nd the r..anpo~:er for ~he CIOO progral:' was '/ie tnamesc , it was 

oat~~~: that each 'iet nar.ese corps commander =haul~ exercise opera

tio:-J:ll control over the C<!t::n~' in his CTZ . -t al:-:o "ollo\Jec , naturel1y, 

t"le.t -:h~ "ietnamesP corps co--nander s should t,. r"cponsible for he 

securi':; and defense of the CDG camps , an~ in"l ed , until the Battle 

of ~. htt, ~h, ietnanPs~ ; ;orps Commanrier '"elousl · ounrdt>d that 

r erponr..:. ili +.y . ince s~>curi1.y and df'f,.ns" of he r.IDG camps •..tere 

· i,tnar.nre r es onribilities, ~1e ~enior ~-ericPn nili tarv ~dVi$Or in 

1?8CQ r Z, "hO ~Jas i!l'"O co-:-anrier of th •~ !.M .. ricnn .!'O TCI' r Opt-rating in 

th~ n~rticuJ <>r CTZ , f elt littlP or no respoMil.:.li t:y for a r surine 

c~~n slcurity one defcn~e at rl~erican ~xpense . 



. ·~ cc-.randc>rl ·_;:t;rn I "orps a:-~ • ieutPnnnt. "cneral '1'\li~ 'lnlt col!lrnnnrlPd 

EI 'Iarine i,mphibiou~ O'"Cf" (;'i~) '!no "r\~ .. he !;enior advisor to "en~"rA) 

B":'! . 'J:>Mrel Lam anJl not r.· ner::1l 'alt 1mr- tasked ~~ith the r-ecurity 

~·1d ·1cf,.,.nse of r.rr:r. rr•npr 1 incJudinq A '"hau, in I c-rz. 

batt."llions located ~t 'l ":mg, . R"'' lst Division neadct~art.crs "t :·ue, 

e:1d itR'"'' 2nd Division Headouarter s · t C.uanr Nge.i cii~ . .:.nv;: forces 

ve:-e deployed around he lurpe 11.rLan centers or. the coastal "llain and 

~ere lar~ely rlefen~i·e in posture . 

lii ::A:' had tvo infantrJ <livi sions an.-: one e.ir 1dnc- a!:' "'ltljor 

co:-.bat organizations . "'hn Jd Division "fa:Jdqunrters and h·t ·~l' rine 

.'Li:- ·ring o:a~n HPadouarter:-: , \lith severe) infl'ntry battaJiom and 

~::- ~cu~drons were located in the marine mh0R et Da Nang . A marine 

re··imr-nt of the 3d i)ivision and some nVlrine helicopt~r :;quad ·ons 

were located in a TAOR llt Phu ~ai. The entire lst D:l. vision was i n 

the 11\(1R at Chu Llli , alone l.Ji th severaJ h~licopter squadrons from 

t!:e lst ·~4\L III ~·1\"' conbat forces 'Were alf'o neploye:d on he coastal 

p:~~" ond r:'an•r of its unite 1..1ere ti<:!d up in 'efense of the TAC" ' s . 

III YAF conciucted !".any offensive operations in and near ik "'riO~ 's , 

but }ost of its be.ttali~ns were involved in security functions. 

USAf:F' Detachzrent C- 1 , co ·nanded · y 1 ieut.enant f'!olonol ''<>nneth B. 

~acey, and LLDR Detacn~Mnt. C- 1, coT!Ill8nded by l 'ajor t!~ .. hoai , \Jer e 

co-located at Da flang . 'r'he tHo 11C11 detflchments each had nine ''A 11 

deta~h!'llonts at CIDG camns . In addition, USASF Detachment C- 1 had I . 

~ ''ikP. ?orce battaJ"on r.nr1 an "A" detachment 'lt Da !''lng. (~ec !'ab b , 

'"ketch "'lp of Jisposi' ion of ;;orien 'lv 7 orces in I C"'Z) . 

ferious nroblerns confronted Liel;tenant ~olonel P-acey llnd i'ajor 

':boa~ during the •.linter . A beavv ruildup of lar~e enemv forces had 

tak-n r-lace aroum all of -he camps but ~'ha Due and Cia 'Juc . In 

:anuary the enem·r had inf'lictec heavy domag' upon Catm "he =anh by 



t.hc " 100 forcn ~t "'::1w·· · ra ~ont; ty noturhi~ end llnni1-Jil ~ine a 

forcr. of t'lO!"~ thC:1 OQ Gft'(; i.rr-3!"\\}:1-f' , he ciis~ rict, chif.!f , nn..i 4 

liFA~' porronl',.,l. 

'lnv 11rtil · rv sur.,.,ort ~v- il'l hle . ... he T)n '::1ng :ikP. ""'ore~> ·m f almost 

non xistant folJo·JinF' the ~et. I unar ,..,,~ YN1r holidn ··s in .T"nuAcy : 

OS~ of ·hf' 'hin .s e (l:un~s \ ' wh"· Made up thn oottnlion IJ~>nt ~· 'OL , 

<le:>erted , or quit clurint; "nd folJo~o.•inr Tet . Rumors obowv:led thut. 

'l{he ~anh , A rhAu, ~ien f houc , "'r a Pong, nnd P\a o •rere to be over

run nncl · hr pr esence of st:-ong enem~ f orcE's "rounrl tho:::e campr. ga··e 

ern.-'): ilit·· to the rumors . ?'urthermore, al} C'lmp:; but Gia ' 'uc wer~ 

unnerstrength with Jess than 300 irregulars in each one . i eut €'nant 

::olon•~l ~acc.v nnd "ajor :noai coul·' <:lo little but auait <:lev lono!'nts 

t1nd recuert a·<-istanco fro::: :.R.VN I Corps, III :• ,}', and 5th :""'Gp. 

~P~"CIFIC ~ITt A 7.1- ,. :Ot'FRC! ':'I':G G !'"P :, ··,.t 

Genera l Description of the - errain 

The A ~·hau '1a.ll"'Y, dee- "i thin 1 h0 M"Jtmtnin:- of I C "Z , is approx

;i.matel:.r 25 kilometers in l~ngth fror· nod.hHPst to r.ou"".h?ort, etnd 

between 1{- to 3 kilom'lters in ddth . The Rao Lao :>tream hor its 

origin in the valley- and flo•1s 'I-H~!3t,~ard by "'a 'Pat (YC 1.295) to the 

fe :·ong River in Laos . ~he :tao Lao Str eam and t hP men'' streans 

f eeding it in the A ~hau '."alley ar e swift, shalJo\1 and have rocey :'tnd 

clay loam bottoms . Mjoining the 1\ f hau 'Jal)cy on the southeast and 

sepllrated only by ., loiJ sa'"dle is the Be Loung "all y , ~·here t he Rao 

N1i St.rea- bas its origin . :be elevatio!'l of ~he A fhau ''all·y is 

P.pr roxlmt~tely 600 meters . - he ridreline of thf' ' 1a rtc and 'ia Cop 

mountains west of ~ he cat!- :-ises "".o 1556 oeters and i:; ' h e:~r"ern 

side of the flateau -am -o •:;h t in laos. '!'he low ridgeline to the 

ca:-t of .hn camp rises to en elevation of 768 meters and is art of 

the :ar "ar l-:cuntain •1hich rises 825 11eterr. "'hick •?lephant ~"rass 



-

.. h:m 

x 1:1~ on h ~ o· el"vnti n~ in '"h v~·l ·· •Jhcr£> lrur'l'O• , · mll)o , 

!'er ~:r , ..-inE"r and low t r ees arc cien~o . ,.umerous nnrrov nnin.ql ~r~ils 

~:.~>nniPr \Jlr·u .... ;l h~> valleY ~n~ o:-:c lt>r-.,. , r oad- lil:e , ··nnr·Dde ~r:>il 

xt cncis 'he l eneth of the val!E;;y anfl has les"~'r --nn.,nd" trai. · ~ 

co:',.,<tctir .. •lith it sr~ radiating out of · he vnll ~ in a]) dir ctionc . 

7he rid~clinos or•"' covered \:ith dens£>, aln>ost imp<"'netrnble .iW1!7le 

folioro . Thf' nountain slopes- are stceu and numerous finp,ers •·adiate 

rlownward toward t h ... valley . J1ajor t r ails ~>nter r.h ~"> A ~·hnu "nllcy 

fro-n ·!y> north , from the east and \~est and f r om t.he ~ou th . The A f hnu 

Vall~ty is a 11 crossroads11 for trails fror:: and to J aos anci ''ietnam. 

(('~o Ta,b B, 1 : 50, 000 :cale ~·"'!' of .\ Shau) 

::ilitatz .\soect;; Q! ~ ~errain 

(l) Observation an~ -ields of :ire 

Cbsc:-rvatiO!'! on • he gro\.:nc> in ~e noun tain!' anci in the va:: "'Y is 

::-J'~'>R.tl·r Jir~t,t>d b-j ~h., thicl-;. V'.?fE'tat~'m . ('bservat'on into T ..... " Ct>mp 

f r o-. cleared ~pots 2:'1~ towers on the ridr-e) ines is very roo-' :n ~cner~l 

am ~F "'!XCellent fro!~ t he finger vicinity YC 48SJ , a scent 7r- !'."'eters 

f r om th~> c· :np . " on,Tersely, observation of thP ridp-es from +h"' cnmp 

is f'JXtremcly poor . ·bserveticn of :;he valley from the air is poor 

excerlt of th, trails an~ of !'oor br camoufla~ed one'-·· field fortifica

tions . 

~ields of fi r e for nat t rajectory and hifh anrle fire wea.,ons 

ar-::! 1ood in the val lay , although mmerous (1rainape feature:- c::-~ate 

~~ny dead ~races that cannot be effectively covered by flat tra'ectory 

veepon~ . ':'he thickne~s of ~h~ elenhant gra~s in the vaJ 1 ey rcr'u~PS 

t~e ~ields of fire :-ome'llhat by i-:;peding the t r ajectory of buJ.lPts 

a:x! b·-' obscuring observati::>n . ~ields of "•lun.,.ing fire for -:a~"'tine

~ns, ~nti-nircraft guns , and recoilless rifles or guns are cx·ellent 

fro~tthe ridr lines 'nto the valley or into aircraft flieht co::-ridors 

runninll' the l~'>ngth of the valley . '"he finger at YC 4P83 affords an 



e:<JCel1ent --onb • ·- in~ for 1ir~ctinr M~chi.nP ·un 'lnc recoill N' 

rifle fire into Gnmo · ""hm.!, 

(2) Cover ~nd ~onccalmPnt 

1:atural co;:er "'nd "oncealr.lent are l•o~h r>xcellcnt on thP ridl"e!l 

anr i n he v~ll .. • · rt I 'ici'lj cov"'r · •n ~ r-oocl in +.he c->mp nn '"ood 

in t n (me"t: 1 s for"".i"ied ~a!'~'> in the vall"v f ron ~a ~at (YC /.;)/) 

~orth~t:trd to A I uoi (YC <SC"o) , in tht• ::outhcrn portion of tht> valley 

(l·:tcinity YC 52?0) , in the "'le I. iUllf" Vall"y to t hr> southeast (YC 56R?.) 1 

"ne in ~h(' area r orth~·::wt of ·he C'-'Mn (vicini .... y YC 5186) . 

'Ll~ enem,y cou1(1 approach concealed to 11ithin about 75 M"'ter s of 

:;a~ A ~hau. 'ihP ~"le'l"hant fT3.cs close aroWld the c··mp \tas constnntly 

c:•t , burnBd, ane c' cfoli.n ted but still r"'nninE>d 'hick nod tall . Further

nore , olci 'lnd iner~octive , but dao.-erous min~fielcis on the eastside 

of ~he air strip and on t he south sid0 of ":.he camp \!ere overp,rovn 

with ele~hant r rass, •1hich pro·1ided excellent concealment for the 

en·;~· . ( "'everel CIDG irrerolars had been killed ty ~::ploding mines 

··hile trying to cut +he grass . "be ene"'y, on the other hand , seemed 

to r:ave ·~'ith i cpt:nit.y through t he cine!:ields . ) 

Cover and concealnent in the camn for th•• defcnrers \Jas fair to 

good . ( ~ee '~'ab c, fkctch of the Gamp and Photograph of Camp r rior 

to ;. ~'tac1;) ··ralls were r aised , fi"'led ~o~ith dirt, anci revet t ed •.d th 

ti<l, ;pi ercE:d stcl'l Planking (P!'T) , lo,.s, a:1d sandbags . The Hestern 

ha~f of ':h north and south wall~ of • h~ trian"Ular shaped camp Here 

double ;.:alh. ~ re:::aining ·>~aJls ·;ero :.ing)e walls ·:ith sandbacs 

stac::ed cehind individual fi.ring portr ~-o prot~>ct •h" men from shrapnf'] . 

:r"n cpuld oav-~ co•rcr cd along th,;. double wall but \Jere expo!"ed t o 

f'h-ror hel ·Jhen movine elsevher a . The bunkr rs in t he camp provided 

ror coYer on the :-ides but , exc<:pt :or one· concrete bunker at th 

ve:r..ern euex of h" C"nr , overhead cover \/as not pood . Grod co··er 

lolaf4 available in t he U~.\~·· co!ll'lUilications bunker. 'food side cover 

bu~ no over hP.ad cover wan provided by the raised wal ls of th~ mortar 



pit!> . eir covnr '"'!'" 'lvAilable in t h(' "I'll'~'' nnrl lor- :>ll!rluni tion 

bunkPTs, ir:: +h,., ;.hallo\.1 north-~outh dr"im\~" <1itch risectin;: the 

camp, nnd in (l shallo" P.al"t-west t1'ench in t hn center of :he camp. 

Concealnent in h<- C"l':l" 11es ~oo< fro"l • he v·1llo·· tnt "nl ·· fair from 

tl1e hi<::hgroun:i . (It · ·:,., nmszing , ho\1evcr, ·uFt how ;JUch co·:er and 

co:ceal.nent both forces could ~nd did fin(: in and a round th cnnp 

curing the bnttle . ) 

(3) Obstacles 

Obstacles to th~ cnell\Y consisted of the camp 1 s d«•fen~ive Hir e , 

Cle.yaora mines fl.ll arountl the camp, and porhap$ to $Orne extent the 

ab!m·loned ninefields oast of Lhe airstrip and south of '"be camp. 

Dense jungle veretation on the hi~·hground nre~enter an obstacle to 

t!OVenent exce!'t on t.rails . 

Cbstacles to friendlv groun1 forces ot A r hau in con~uct of the 

def ""l}se •,Jere ~!1:: al,anr1oned minefie)ds a nd +heir ovn de:'en<"ive 11ire. 

CbF"tAcles to ... hG :\ · hau ground forces urinr '"h~ eva;,ion were their 

clefenc-ive wire , the steepslopcd tlountabs, and ~h" Ulic:: jU."'!<:'le 

vetetatio~ that res'ricted ~ovr.~ent t~ trails . 

Obstacles to air ~upnort ~1ere ·!)e -idr~clits"S e"'st ar.d west of 

thp yanev that chann~>lized ':Jircraft to o nnuv f) it;h- corridor and 

forced them to 11run the gauntlet" of heavy 'lntinircraft !'ire from 

the ridge] ines . 

Obstacles to overland ~ovement of any -.otnnt.ial ground r~'-Jief 

fo;:-ces t•ere the 45 kilo e ers of jungle-co•rered nonntains ~.etween 

... Sh?ou and ~h~ n';!arl'st f r iendl: · forces . 

(I) Key "'errain 

for both forces , CaL'I~ i~ t:bau end its oir:>trip •:~re key terrain . 

·me vall,.,·· floor 100 +o 500 nebrf: north of 'h" camp "ecane key 

a 
v· -rein late in ; - afti'Tnoon of 11'. · "rch, ··h-.n it "~-'"care.Ar.~l~ copt~>r 

L1n~L"'!g zone !'or evacuation of the earri~on 1 s survivors . ~he ridge-

camp were koy terrain . 



( 5) ,tv ·•nue ~ Clf .; !l"r oa ch 

Co.mp A <"hsu n'"luld be {!pf\ronch"d through Pw vn11f'Y ly rPriw•ntr•l 

cize _'orces fror- either t.hP. nor t.h or frcm Lhe ~outh . Gon~iiierinr, the 

enemy ' s tactics, 11hP.re h€ demonstrat~d a wi.1linrnr;"~ to mass lar r,e 

nunb('rs of infantr.}'1ll<~n on a narrcn-1 front nnd .... o \J: c :m~ce< sj vc 1·/!lVP:> 

of "r t>clting rifl~>nen to ovcnrh~lm and to t:lO'her Of" odtion, it 

··a~ o~::.ible :or th·-- enen" t ) concentr:o ~e nn i nfantr·; ba t~li n on 

a fror.t. of :e~s t han ?CO m('>tflr. . 'thus , in con:::icl~:ring aw nues of 

a'" roo.oh f o r ~!'! Cn(?tty, one I'lU::: t con:::i oor the tactic:;: Fsed i •l '.ho 

a:::::au:!t and in '".be ~ pro-~ch . Tn thP a~snult he crowdod ~lis :'orce::: . 

In t ho:.> !3oproach, he "l0Ved in riles along ' r n• ls or th r 0ltf!h trenches 

aM • sed " infiJtration" techniques . (~ee ·~ab D, rverla~ ~epic'".ing 

?.out~s !nto and 7hr--ur-b the :, '"hau · ·aHey . ) 

Ger.era3 ~scription of t~r •:eather 

Juti~ the r.r>riod 8 - 1?. "~reb thf' sb "3S heavily overca:;t and 

c~oud ceilinbs ran·e1 :ro~ zero to 6r.r net~r:; aoov~ 'he A Fhau ··alJey 

floor.
1 

'1hick e round fog ~onerl!1 ly sett1r~d a rmmd dusl: and prevailed 

until 0?10 - OF'"'O hnurs each ~ay . '"'h~ i,o· of th, rid reline to t he 

·.t~st of >.h"' c'!no and +be top of th l'!ountains to tho e('st renained 

obscur~d in cl ouds at rll times durine the five dny neriod . The 

air •...taR ~xtre:,,.1., humid and a r.listy drizzle dampened ev<>rr.,.hine . 

~he .. P.bperature '.'""S cool , V8I"Jinp, frO" ~n osVmat en 50° to 70° 

?ahrenhett · '"'hc>re was little ... :j.nd . ~ho clouds and foe pre•; 'ntt'd 

st:.r Lrzht fro•· ·hining throur;h and tht>re 1;a:; no moonlirht. ""unri:;e 

wr.s -,round 0601 hours and cunsct around H~"O hour:; . ~ivil ~··ili ··ht 

wa~ aqPro··i--:at lv .:} hour bl"fore runri:::c and afta r runr~t. . 

O;.Jerha::;t !'Jri cs, loY cloud cover s , and r.round fog were conron 

occ· rt' 'ncet> a~ \ ~hau . During +he falJ an,l •liJ;t<>r non~h::- , hi'! 

clou~·~n :-s ".Inn r." cielJy :.ad , anr' it 1;A; not unu:-:uc.l for '-he cMnp 

to l:.e ··i -thm.1.t aerial reruo· ·1 · ''or ~rys on end tecaust.? of adverse 



t .,~ :·~i -1·.- "'l"a:-:•n1 • 

:m !~i ... ~ . 

he dcy had ' f'n c " 'l r , or 1 h" c 1 ot1d ~ l:nrl 

c:-1!:-·..,..,c int.o th!' cJm.:d c-bccure<i riel~ lino wr•. of tho cnmp. ..iP,h 

,..,., ~!''1>:-ll!nc•' ,i<"t • i r e:-" ~t could "lot O""'r' t l olo\~ the ] ou clou ~ coi 1-

:._,r; (-~~ "'!:" "Xcertions of a s ·ngle t ~me :-t.n l'::t ~ 1'8ir of ..,- 57 

o ~~:r:c~=-=:'~0 "n" of th- hn:,le~s '"!- /.. " :'hanto"lu t'·"t. cr<>sh -<i) . -he low 

c:oc c..::.linr. a1 co co-) ino<J ...,it:· ~e-rr~ · n confibllr n · ·ms to :ore<' ~he 

-ir ... ~~:t - .:"1·• :o..,. "lone th~ vaJ'm· co r.i~or, rub,ir:>ct to "'nti

.:o :!.r<:~f't ::'h·e fro.., .... a""Qm; "r t lacec on t..iA ri.o-ln :o end fr0m in 'i · idual 

v.-:-r·•tbs a!l•' ~c:'lin"t'Un~ of ene~· .. olriier!> in the vel: ey . ( .:..l .. houFh 

-;;,.~~ ~!lecy -.aC:e ~xi::u:- ::se of the ~dv"nta<- of"'orded t:hetJ b- ;;e 

.. ,.,t-1e:-, i! is f ri ':Tii!"ic· .ce to noto "'h"'t on occasions ~!l., cloud 

ceiling ··ar so lot• .. _.r.. t the anti-"'ircr1f~ ~t ll"re ob"CllT'".,c in the 

c: ;utis c;::d t.!: cr.er." "'!':r.n could not ry]ace nc,..m-at'? f i re on a ::.r.;r~rt 

~:ti~6 ~:ow ~he ~lou~s . ) 

~ clout' r- ann fog restr icted observati )n on the c;ro\md for both 

-:-teo, bt:t !:<>r •t(>d til« ' "':;.. forces to ';hPir ad van tag'! by .;:oncealir•e 

t!:<J :J "~e=ents '!nd cone" ntra tions of th ~~ r •:ni ts . The fog "t n:..r-ht 

•c:-'::cd o :ho di!':llh•-:1 1.,:!-e of "'h"'- enemv by obscuring his p;Totcchnic 

d'fl'!C.;!.s, ~nd to Ul"' di52.dvantar-e o!' the ·, ' hau ga r rison by ,.;~Esirat:inp 

th5 illuoin£ ion fro~ ·heir fla res. 

~on tr~fficabiHt · ~or f oot ooveoont \/e.~ not aff,.cted s1-nifi

C"'1-::~: ·· ·h.- \.: ath,.r . 

::bo: ~<.h<>r '="ndj ions r'urin£ ·he ~eriod of ihe ba+tle ··e :-e +he 

-?:~;. c.:gnificent O.i..' e1:. f"ctor:o thP.t cortr' buted to th :;v; t1;::cer-s 

t.b" W"'ather p r e·1ented edPouate aeri a l eu~•ro::-t . 



t"' ... 

• ?.. mu n ·· 

Ul;!' ···tu. ho · t-.-ee .:..:. .::". ufl:.re<i ·o- ·lo\:l"""' luilt on Ftilt~ ~-:d 

~ !'oli ·eon th9 ··t1l~·· - 'untnin "'or"'r' . r.:hn .. ntu 

~.:r · - th<;>t :-~13 ~mj ·'in''"r o" J06::;_r+,1 tht> u•r;. 325B "ivi:-ion 

!.nf!l~rt d " ta~.'~l ' o:-.... !'ro:- .uan,r . inh r rodnc"' in l'orth "i-:-tnao, 

p:-m:tc~. ~~cn·:se -a-· ;... ~~nu "SF :-tr"'t""'icall:• l oc11tcd •<lll're it 

c7;:.q i :t ,..t"'.!!c .. ;he --jo:- 1 in<? o:' co-ru" ica io!'l r>t\-1een ""he "'25B 

!.1-'!.:Ji'"'r, in -nu.~ -hi D e~,; ~t:; !'t;O-ort r.ases in 'ort11 'i"'tn'lm "'Dd 

o acCQ1'11>lis-h t h•' -1e:-truction 

C:: ~'"'7' ;., ~P.U~ ~ ·r.'!-·: r=:..,lo·:r~ hr> 18- "rO c.5- -n!'..,nt.r "" inent:: 

7'..~ ~'" ~?.;- i •i::;on, ).P.l~.,._. .. .a :;o ~av!) C""t: :-up· or ted hy clc:nonts of 

~:~~ 1i·r.f.::-ic:m 1c rec-,,:o.:-::~i:-ttc-.c~ b'!._ __ • .i n 'lnd cndr. 1r (pion~er) 

be "'r~oi)]erv ra r 'rent 

i:- 't~Ol""n~ 'O h":r -!~·or· d •ri1.h 0D" roY.~ i;.etln)ion t:>f 1:?0~, And 

f:(.i- ··~~"rt-·, vith nrv• • :.,:...:;.:,i~r. "f 12. 7 .... , 0:1' 1- aircraft rrvlchine{"Ulls, 

r~coill~-- r'flcs or •uns . It i~ ~robable 

··~ ~~'t", o,.. t! IOO r-::11!'1!' Aorcr~ . 

] "'; i!i ,.hol;f;h._ ~hrt •h,. ~~t11:ck on /1 <-l:ov "l~ n J~5B '·ivicion con

• Tl:'l) -::'d ope::-at;or. :.he:t. ·.~r.r !.n;;endoo to h> a oajor battle t,o dP'l t r oy 



r 
f:1!ni:l~ ~~-t !"Ol:'ti•'iJ"i$ ~y t.h~ "'rter-,y nne On \~hich th(> 1"-.f.-ndl>~ f('.,.CP~ 

rup-p:-11. 
I 
I Thul:-1 n-ep.ar"' t.lor.~ :'or h<> a \>t.!tck on A ~hau \lere 1 ~nr. thy 1 c&·· 
I 

i:.eili~ latilii elahorat'. .a. h~~~t t~" inf:mtrv ;-"" ·im~>1"t.s e~tr>u~~hen 

I 
"h;:-I"~)~F..~ in b."'s~s 'in - aof: e few kilo!!teters we>st of .a. ~hau during 

I 
Jec<.:plM-r am :em;acy ~00 tbf'n "JOV"!d in "'ebrua r :-' into the A fhnu and 

I -=e tfu: g "'elle],s ···here 'thgy dug in. :--r o- L>ecenl:er thr ottgh 8 ''nrch, 

tb: rr:-rrr !'!'!COnnoit(tr.M Ca::ln ;., f ha\:.. 'l-r.c made "leud l e" and carefvl 
! I 

reppr~ti.ons for <-hoe a tad: r:- the camp. 

ra~ ra•t.le !'or Oe~ A fhau was th<> first ;_-.a~or b.ction for '"'10St 

of -h_-~~ticipating ,,....,l soldierE, a s borne out h · comm~nts in the 

diattr ¢" em ;1:,. squed )eac":!r t illed on 2S Fetruary ano \.y tef;;inonv 

I f 
"!" tt'O'~"'l1;. defec ors ·:ho "ra l lied" at Carnr ~- <'hau on 5 "l'lrch. C?m-

'itet !";tre~.g~h ·:a!' <?stizst:P·i near 90'1. :'or ~ he participating unit.s . 

·rr4.e; '.196 ~!'tirat-:>C to te g ·oo . Col!lbat efficitmcy war ex· ected to 

~ rcrlleni. ?'lit turned out t.o be onJ v falr hec3U se tactics <>::-loyed 

ourljng1 ~.he a;.t4ck wer<> clum!'·r and tne enP.ny ' s eche::e of maneuver 

and in~ ~p;o:-t v.;?re roorly coor<Hnat,.r . Excellent li'!~Ml"r"l-i :' 
all'd jcC~>ttD-" ~,>n "the 'l)Brt of t hr! mt~ leader s en" di scipJin~;o and 

cour-e on tb~ prlrt cf the e!'le":.y en)i~·ted ron were all thot held 

to:~lT:r :he ~ntJ::-·s force 'lnQ Pnei'led :it to c~nt.i nu~ the el:.P.ck 5- 

~~i~e ~Jifherin1 :1~~ that infli~~~ -.assive cnEUa)ties to it. 
l 



.:.n f rti '.i :, :- ~""ir. nbl rb•> rcuni ~'l ·c 1.'2 5 : 

f ... CU'l 

~:-~ioc , ·nrl o"::-~nnr . 

c"'olh io ~t -:J·e ''let "on? uore 1 ar• :- of uni.for '· , l'lnck r~,inn:1 , 

fe' ·· ~on istoci o~ "n -"di-.ated foW' 120::':1 "'lrtar: , ci ·ht ... et~ ·.o 

~ ·- :-ort· rf, ·--i~·ht··en 6rn.: "''lrt.-:·.- , twelve 82•1;1 ::~nti -tank 

. ~trc -· rl*'s , a~ 

' 
i<"ht e n 12. ?r:u~ nntl.-·dr,..r<~:'t t~'lchin•' unr. • 

- r··in.._nc of m :":ti for ce was feir . -actics nmploye<l r1uri11[f the 

1t.tr -;:Y. '.l~r·• c:!ut3"'! , ·.:an uver P-nc :.'il' C ~ur ort poorl v coordin1ted , 

"· CO"!!::unic" ionr :;- oor. j, coml:.ina t.ion 0 • • n- ,,i •:H fir<>jlOW"r ard 

'he: ·cnn~:>rs on · h':! c::-e.,.. ~ervcd · ·ea~n::- , or. ·hr. oth r hr.nr , ··r-re 

delivering fir"! . 

14 



~-riron a~ r••inforcn • '·· ot•" <"OI:\1 • 11v ~"f 

oreP, ·hi::h brot:rht. ·1it.h it t\IO 

li ··~· - chin -un:- , e- · r:ino c~libcr • -o · hR • r , •m·i • m·t ) n l'ounr' t 

beinc t"Jinf'orcN cor.rirtt•d of 210 CiilG ir ••t>t;t:lars , 6 'IDn ~o] 'i,., rr , 

·~ cal~c ~ . 0 cnr~ine . ~ recapitulation of force~ ~nd weapons 

"':r·~ ·~b r ''eapons rut'lcer :lound~ ner "t>apon 
. " rrorll}el 

~~c 210 1 • • ?. in . cor tar 1 16r ~0 20 
rr·-· l • 11.., 81nm mor tar I 95 ::!(1 10 
U!;.;f~ 17 60mm mortar 9 85 0 "O 
-·-~ 6 57"l~ recoil le:-s rifle 1 70 20 ( ?0 
In~rorr· ~·"r f RoUJvk 
n i':!.1i!l n .21 • "C lir;ht nachine gun ?9 500 

-ct.'ll : J.?5 • :;o 1)11R 3(' 500 
, /.Qmu erenade lr.uncbPr 5 50 
12 r;aue shotgun 5 100 
" . 'i(nn riDe ("16:-.1) 17 5CO 
. ;o carbine f L ""J +300 
2" hero {;r -'nede +1200 

C1ay::1ore nine i 250 
!'72 IJ.' 12 

• e. f.HDG corrnn!..t:s !'t.."ltioned at d. fhnu Here the 131, 1/,1, and 154 

';o .... ...anl~'s , "<lCh ·.1i'tb ap~roximntely 60 nen nresent for duty out or 132 

®t.C:or iz!ld . 7he C?.? h c JO out of J6 of its authorized mon present 



fer lut·: . 

.. no .. irn'""'·":; of ''orce10 -,J ·p:'.-r. i·:t" iOn11 ' on<> nn tht• ' r locn

tio·l~ "..e>r~ ·r fol'cr..::- : 

1J.1 Co:Ipeny - ..,ro!"' -·df··t" ··1on,.. ,.,nrt •ral] to "~'~"'Y · mltn: 

:t:11.i long south ;mll -l o~;t '>r: ~>tl"r·· : 

i}.e 1~toon - .... r"":'l 1/.1 ·ol"!pan~ "lon,.. '"outh ' ''lll to rn.i.ddll' 

1.31 ~O'":!)any - t'ro"! ike i latoon : t Micldl!' l llnk~'r nlon,

ao •!.r. ··all tr: •.-~··~tt:.rn apex hnil.knr; 

~;p round - .. estern apex '~-unker; 

154 Co::~:-any - "'rom '/estern ap11x bun.ker 1lonr •1orth 1~o.ll to 

·rith:!.r. 50 ·•r.tors of northea~t 'lr>ex btmk"'r ; 

'J.ke -l.,~e>on - ..,rom 154 Co:n~n .. eion,.. north na11 to nor ... h-

l~:;t -:-(>x "~-un:·-r -'onr r·as~ \J3ll to-· inc-nt<:l; 

"iY.c "o-"''lO"T rll.nus and ci •.;il ians - In r£>s"'r\'e in eastw~s t 

lrair."ce trench in center of c~.,r ; 

'ii.P :Unu::- - :::n reserve ir: th-.;; 1: ·stern nprx portior> 0f ~ hn 

1ke>tch of Ca-n~ ~hau . ) 

';he ort:anization of .. he r1efnnse lias ... hat of a perimeter . ~hree 

'jif-tj ::-.ouf)c.i~ \/er e · osj.tioncd as secctrity forces about lOC' to 200 meters 

out £rc.m uach "~.11 . "chc:'latically, the de~ n:;e looked like tb ct 

~':o·n:: 0n "'.::.b C.. (:cc ':'cb ~, ~chacatif! Dcf-:n::c of Ca:1p ;, fhau . ) 



: ict D" • •i n.,.. 

"oi <en~· r-· ... • , < • ., h 1 en ·m• "J rein 'orca-

6: f ... -~, . '"~"'-- ... 
o~ 'n i1 h ' orr 

~,... . - . • 1.. nn ··t"Js- -iv n . ' ''":1 ·; n t in~ i.il c·~J' or to 
;in:- . 

·~ct. "tc·u·i ., operations, and \lait , once a ... tack t-lllli" inr,in~"nt . 

· ~-:n .:t ·"'C.~ o':;·;ious ... h:~.t th.; cn·n- ··oulil he att.r-c~· :l , on 5 "~rch 

i h"u reou sto-' o!." ""letachment C- l th"t it be r"inforc"'<! '!ith · t 

l 1 o .-:flo co:: .,nies of .. --:erican :JB.rines, ·:rrt;, or ike 'orce 

'ik~ o~c ~ on cler~ . 

-~b;-u:1cy ena -:.hrou~ " '!!rch . "'he over''] iF,hts detected cnem•r cflrry-

., of t}l.;? C.P";G ga'Ti on u i t.l-J IJ"AfJ.' 'ldvisor~ 'AilS 

c -.~; . 'nother 1/J o!.' t,.:,() c m 1 ~t.rcn , ... h wa ... }:ept 

c:: - oc ,, 

"::!..:.nt"n:.~c :mr' <"'onr---.ctior. .,.,rk and or, rtand!J:.r 11r. n r "'C i.on !'ore • 



n 'l '•lc.t•~ 
. i'' (>(;') : ·ur:l v 

~] .; of o:-t. of 

h 7'h ·uri • ' t \ r.o;1 · u - .. ' 116 "~I" ••nin • nnd 

, .. h . ... .. n 1" 'iur of :;oc ., 0 t"l' a r .11nd 

O!'- ni z-tt • io::. 

~ ~n:· ,. · ~rch cr-t•·•in '"'.~ nni::: ~.,r r , ··he co"';;.,ndc( t..~& " ike 

I 
('unr) Cr·• "D\'j ~hung u.- ,...U.'l ..... , ·,elL;) ';::np ':orra'lan 1

P r ; ~rvl 

:.iorr$ ! ::1 !.!tc '"0\l .h ' t:l.. ~na of :.he n "'htr Vdlt:y . It \U\!" ho~d "th<lt 

ir.i-;!." tee t: .. ~i:"c!: .. ... 0 "5 ho"r~ 9 :>rch , one hour and ton · ::.nuter 



1 ·r ~ on 

"!r. nn • 

# ,.,., .. , 

. t.- ,.. r' •i I 

~r i--:-J.""" .. . . ·~ r r .) 

;:- t; ki• ) ::-o n· i>~ r•li" l' 

'.t' frc-

i n th~ 3:ir . 

r,cr .he ~ !r. i r:-<- •l]ar : t~·.,·un :hootinr; , it 

• OC"') 



r,"7r ~hr " c:m 1 ·1 rol ob~ rv• · 

Cn 17 'et-ru:- !"'' ., '-'1\C o! ::-

!'ou b• ·1st of G:mp ' h{lu . 

On 16 - 1° l"Cr\l"r•r '!cone:"" r1.rr1 of ·t; ::v·n Of'•..,:·~tiur in the 

·.-.. :Hy l'bout '> '·ilo:'loterro nor th cf Cenp .\ e-!'>rlll \~<tf' !.~·ic "' 'P1: ur·ho(l 

Sfi~l::.. of '1 t ':01 (; t r ail ":tt~"ierr , ':10 inf" ict~d no C'l"Ua)tif'S 

u• on '..h frien •lv ~:-trol, 1,'1111'!' !." t1trir ter~·ihl"' :->"rY:>""tl~hi)' . 

:.hout 1<'(' ho1·r-: "n tb 18 h, t 1:e ":pr. r>ntrol ::-urprirf•ci n <'Oht.ary 

tr U!'"r~ ar.-rl r-<'urried ~Hay "'mo ~ h:!.il of l•u11 ~>t::: . (The C"TlG ir

re-,Q{Irr· ~t A hau \./ere not noted "'or th<>ir r nrv·pman~hip . ) In the 

ab:-n ·on"'<l ... ro~""r~ ·~as found a r>ot· ilec '.lritten recon•1aiss:>.nce re

"'ort of · ·~at h"' had ohservcd ··h ·.1"! Fcoutin,r; se~r ;.. fhau . ,\ feH 

h1..u.rf ~~ t~r he :::-,:;·· ·a trol r>rnl.t• rh<>d t"'o •-v;.._ soldi~?rn droor-~0d in 

bnillC tlt•t the tvo lii!A soldiers r-ot 1:11~ay , ~1 thol'gh one \'llS "OUndod . 

i-.lso on the ni;<ht of 18 -,..br ::1r:r, n -; :::'G sq1·ad on ~ local 

s <>c•;rity '"'C~rol ~::1~~::-h<>c a sque,... -,f !iVA :ooldiers eLout 20f'l "~tors 

e~:::t of th~ air '-'trip and Ponth o!' h~ coo:J. rne CI"'t. irrP.""\lar IJas 

~cille'J. "'he ener.r· ~· 'thdre•..t · ri :~ .\!1 'et~>r~"'lin<Jd casual tief , "l"'hcur,h 

an i.n.., .. c•.ion of tb~ :oite on the "'!orninr of th J<;'t~ revr"e}ed t•.-10 

blo!Yl t r ails an' two blood rnattPrrd l'Ul~azines for an A:'- /,7 r'f)e • 

.;gain on th£> nirht ryf 21, ~ebruar;, ~n estim:~ted 5 ene':l' :::olcliors 

firP.d on '1 local f:ecurity !'llt.rol "··out 2C•' :~r.ters soutil of the camp. 

The CIJXi !)atrol c\tffered no cesnal ties ::m·' ca:-t·nl ties to the enemv 

Ct. 21. ~truerv a I~' nan co:nl..at ~..e t r oJ acco:r.;..ani "d hy n pair of 

scout fo~c 'l_n.-1 j.(lVJ' rlog handler R )eft ... '1" C.:lilp at OI.CO hours and 

'!TOCerded westwlrd onto the finger 'licini ty YC 4?83 , appro:'imat~'>ly 



n tim 25th , ~h: 

2 ~:ilometeu no::-thwcrt of \ "hau. In • ie fir,ht ti!lt fo1J ower· t.·~o 

:w,\ F'ol 0 i o r s 11erc kiJ ' ...,. and one ~IX i -reMllAr · tas HO\:nderl . Cne 

of the li.mericl'nf Hi ih tht~ patrol f ounc ~ d~it;t on one of thP cor,.,r <>:' 1 

who had ceen a sq\Hid 1cacler . The rliary rc~vea)n;l th.'lt Camr A.shau 

11as being thorowhJ v reconnoi t.ered in prereration for a n enem:r 

attack. ( It i:' of intPr~st to note thrt th0 scout dogs ~roved in-

ef:'<:>ctive on this anri on otbP.r combat patrols at i> Sbau becau::e .. he 

dogs ·nere not Dhyr.ically capable of "workine" over the rough , jungle 

terrain in the nree . I ndeed, poncho litters had to be nade to ca rry 

bot~ dogs on the 24th and 25t h of P'ebruary . 

The r econnaissance report captur<>d on 18 ~ebruary, the diary 

captured on 25 "'ebruary, the numerou~ sniping incirlents at a ircraft 

and into t!1e camp, an<1 sever al firefights bet•.wen local securiiy 

patrols and enecy oatrols convince~ •h<> camn ' s rar::-ison t h'lt Camp 

A flleu \4"5 going t o be at.tacked . -o counter t he t hreat , the 2?0 men 

mil~te~ garri son could on)y continue a s before : 1/3 on offens ive 

ope11a t!ions, J/3 on locP-1 securit:r, and 1/1 on camp \lork end standby 

Rs a r P.action force . The cArr.p could and r' id reouc:st more obs•.'rvP. tion 

airar~ft support to incre3s~ en~ to eY.t end its own reconnais~ance 

and se-·urity ct>pat>ilities . 

f,t obout 0200 hours 2 !'arch , 3 enem;• soldiers penetra ted the outer 

rerl·ro~er of 

a s ot:light beem, opened fir e upon them vilh his c"rbine , and began 

wire e. rounrl t hf' camp. A ::-entry caur ht the intr uder :? irt 

shouting the alarm. ThP enem.v escaped, apr.arentl·· \li thout in5u:ry . 

Over flights on 4 J'e r ch d isclosed newly prepared anti- aircraft 

PUn pos i tions about 5 kiJome>ter s north of t.he camp on the e11stern 



ri. •cline . {, tun'lr} cornnlf'X wrr det.f'c~ nd in thr- ot:nr:: · • ... lJ :·, 

a· roximat. ly f kilom,ter:- V":-t of ':amp A "hnu. A 1tJrpc herd of 

wa t~r l:uf falo wn r J ocn ted anri !:'hot un h·• th,. olg·crvr- rs in the II" 
Ca...,p 

aircr a f t 'lp· roximr. l..~'>lv 5 ldlometors ~orth .. n:-t of 1 he .\ fhau ~ 

ther e in 1964 . 

'i'he Camp disnn.tched a 32 ~an r connaisf>nncc ·~1t1·ol 2 kilorncter!1 

couth of A ~hau on 'i "arch . 'Oe ra trol ciicl 'JOt rna ke cont.ac t • •ith 

the enel?ly. i,n observation aircraft dio ot~"rve ex"ensive r.ew !''e'd 

for tifi cations in t.h~> .i fhau "IaHey 5 - f.. } iJ on'"'t"'rl:' :-o11th<>a:-t of 

the cal)lp; in thn ~e I oung .. all<>y vicinity, 6 - P. t i) omet<>rs <>art ond 

slightly south of 'he canp ; and on th•> 1<>'.1 ridf'"'line that r"'par ated 

the ltwo valleys . Aroun~ noon on the 5th , tacticnl air str ikes W''T" 

m.'lde a ga i nst enem:r for tifications in thf ro i oung Val) ey • 

.,b6ut l/10 hour:> on 5 ·arch, tvo ~:haYi-clt>f. JiVA :-olr:ier s stcr·ed 

out of "h•:> Plephant f."rnsr: am1 walked wi '".h rllised arrlS onto ~he P.ir-

s•r ip in front Of tl jeep beillf driv~n ry " • i(''".nanr.r-P CiVilian 

mechanic . .-he :::t~ rtled mechanic , ·ho ~!81' t'n~"rmnd , took the cef ctor!' 

into custoc'y anrl escorted them i n to thC> cC!mp, 1~here Hild excit.€'ment 

wa:- pxhi bi t.od b;v th•• onlooking_ CIDC· irr e··u) ar~· . .\ f(?stive atmos• hero 

cJe·retloped among 1hc .. ietnamese , · rho ,.,elcomnrl and c(;:e~ ratPd the rlc-

fee :::on of th> eneC'y e~ t.he "fath~r rPceivec' U:" rroeigal ron . " It 

was l'iifficult to interrogate ':.he def ctors 1 •~c~~ $e • f The vild pande-

mon~ and c r ow i~g by ~trrious onlookPrs . About alJ that could 

pottJen imnwdiatf'ly as informa' ion ver th• t the t:len 1~ere menher!· of 

the 6th "'a ttalion , OSB Regiment , 3253 r;ivi!'ion , \·lhich WiS located in 

the ;1:le loung Vall ·;v, Rr.d vhich ··n~ goin[' to nartici pate in an at "Ck 

on Camp fl. 'hau on or a' 01 .. t 11 ~·arch , if WPather conditi ons were !'·wor-

able . 7he main determini ng f a c tor for tining the attack woul~ 'e 

the wE>a t her : t he cnem·• pl anned to take full advantage of bad ueathcr 



r t-• <: 1 11 ::o. t th·':· t.h urL t. 

• ~ t.t::::] il:· , l.iw c:i h ·"('-

C.'!' • -? ai: nck WI! 10r th . : \. j::; ~roh.,b1e lh l •>i •Jwr lll•' ' "{A ~oltlir>r::> 

Yf :' .;:~··<'ur.Pcl ai.out !. · :::'· cti(ln rr t hot t.i11 ir •, r 1·et<>r -: ·, :1 t:::-,n::-

-;_p. -:nx, lJ.l Co::~wl:t·· and ·;~ iU-r • or ·,_.r•· · to i"' ·"' r t 'h•' c n:np 

at :::::t>n 5 · ·~rch trJ <' !m··u<'t , r~i•l on 6 · '• r,~, !\ft1inst. enemy ~~od I 'I rm::; 

loo~-~ on t.!1;; s-all 11:1' vidnj.1.y YC S~"'O thn• OVf>r)o ked ·he :;ad!'llc 

re!)::-F.tin" t he rl rhau n:if -e 1-oung .. alJeys . ~h.:> !'Sidi ng force W'lS 

E~~~-~~d to 1a\mch its assault spains• 'h· ob~pctive a t JlOO ho~r$ 

on (; ·~--rc.."l ~r· er a t,·,d:.cul air stri~:e !'lad ".;r,cr. rlelivered ar.;•tinst. 

H . "":te arl'iveJ :m.1 r? O!' t::> of t.'he I"' A defector :- on the afternoon 

o: "..:..>'! 5tb cauEctl t.h•, 'G~ .... fF and :Lor 111'. 11 dntachment. cor.w:ander E at 

:, '"':er t..:. :jccomc conc.-rn~d thPt the r-:~ idors , r'!:.vut 90 Mer•, t-ter c i11 

dn::.1::·:- of tecon:!.:-.r; c::gr£"d with a ~up•::-ior e1~e ··forcE' , st·r rounded , 

r on::d . ~ince: ... ~ch a calar.rl.t:r I'll <1 ' ' r .. inct po!=!"il:.iJ ity ar;tl 

it ;m ::: ~~>cided th!lt the «trol Fhould be r•c~1'e<1. ":efnnsr- of th~> 

ca1: ·.ot:]rl r AI'\Uire concentr ation of alJ avl.li1al:.le force~ ar.d prr -

p:~ r for r'"f<.r,:- '1ad to be i.nit.iat.r-rl i•~~rliat . .-J;r, '":he pntrol 1~ns 

r.;c;;.1i."-d an~ c~ o•·ec' •:,, c~ p a t ~llRk on the ~· 1 • 

!1 aircraft wr. rent b.'' ;: etachnent r. - 1 to :-icl-: up th~ t110 '~<

fcc··-::~ . i;e airCt"•"' , :~~ 110tter , II lt'l'!'lVC:tl about 1f.OC ' iClU' F on 5 

;·- :t"c:r- :o e vrcua t.e thf! ;en , ~be l.nte' 1ir"nc~> ~ ctioP of '}etachment 

C- ;! f:.:r~.C!••r intorrogat.;,d ... he men a nd l•r ovidod Camp 1\ ~hau \-lith Hhf\t 

a· ·.:H.'>!13l illfor •atior. it obtei ne·' . 

r:- · or t.o tin r P.'] ·in of t he G'P.f ector l", l;~; f'.'~<n·ir,~n a~:, "hau 

hP1 tl:Gt:~ht a n ~nem.! a · • .11ck was pr obable . ;,rter '.he defector f' c-!lne 



"'olon• 1 ac " rCI"UPsti:-tf" in'1e>d iat~ r einforcement ~r the c·>mp h·r at 

l a~t :t..· co:· .an,;.Ps of Pn_v \in· of · .r~ntry "r.rl by at lca:-t t"o 

l05:rr~'1 '1o•;it::cr::- r,ut ryref ·r~tbl:r by" bnt·.~ry . T:1 nc! 'ition, a menr:l£1~ 

-::::uni tion "m m"iic::-1 ::-upr>li~s . 5 ''~>reb •.•nr a frenzy of activity 

l te t1:o def <>c or~ in 'ic!ltt>d that o.mone their not.ive ::- for de-

f ectinv vere fenr of 1:einr ~illed in t he .!.'or ~.hconinrr battle and 

~:C.e :.r c1oo'10ral ization re:-ul tin!: fro"' : rivation, h1·nger, illnes::-, and 

hankhip "nile 1 hrin:;; ; n the junglP. "'he cief l'lctors e.aid meny other 

;-;;.. rol 'iP.::"E in -~eir bat~~lion felt 'he ::ll'OCl :"S t!'J·· · . ne .~OT!ll'lnnder 

t~ ·¥et hroa2ca:- ' appeals t.:v t he c f ctors urFing t he :'VA rol"' i erP t o 

,;;~-~-ct. to ';a;::;- .:i ~~au 1le prepare~ and cleli'.·cr ed nE quickly as possible . 

Gn 7 l'nrch an .\ir ··orce U-10 dropr ed thous~;mcl ~ of 1enf1etr on top of 

~he enenv !'or •.ir.:cati ons in 1..he area and croadcnrt the -J~fection 

&;>•1ea;t. . ne re: u- ts of ~~,..l psycholo..-icnl warfPre effort •.rer e ni) -

no ::o:re ;~' ·, ::-olrl i e rs. r alliP.d . 

Cn 6 and 7 " "rch .... or e aerial rPconnaisse.nce e nc tac.,ice l nirstrike 

ni:tsions \J"re flo11n in thP area . " ore extcn r- ive field fortifications 

\.:P.t' e d'scover"'' in the sou!.hern end of the A ''hau ''ellPy , ,:.ir~r.ril:es 

ag·Li~d ener.v oositions in the P. ('hau Valley \t~>re conducted north end 

sou th of the cacp, in .. .he ~e loung './alley, a nd northeat"t of t he camp . 

il~>fore da•m on 6 ~~rch , a 1..5 ron patrol •ras sent apnroximntely 

2 l~lometers nor t~wPst of Camp A f hau with the ~ission to locate ond 

;;;o dostr o1 a susr"cted P.nerw nortar r osition. "1le ''titrol ••as unable 

to locate lhe mortar positions and returned to the camp. 

Headquarters I Corps disapproved Detachment C-1' ~ requests to 



... u .. ra.tl ~ olon 1 

- :. tt:4r" '3.t .. 

t. "blC ho 

ou.-..g-_-:-· 'IY.Isi'ionc ··'~hin " "e• · hum r cci r.etc>r s of the car.tp . ( re-

-;~:r;-;.air. C"'rter , of '"h 'ik~ ':'or~e; ·.he ri. 'hau r;enp Co!Tir."On•''.':r, 
I I 

'::hi.L-.g i:; :.u~r: ; "rri T.h .. i:~;.;: ·,~tP.chn.,.nt ... -102 ~or.r-.arrler, ievelov-d 



~':"":Jlr.:bi in-<1--c u~l !"iring !lO~itions a:1c 'b.m.\ers; tr~nchnt> anr1 nortnr 
I 

clefore c.iar it on 8 "arch, Chung '.:y J\'mg oroered l'l ~n ~ral alert, 

:.::'1::4.! 20C r.~~t.".)rs ~oto•n a~t. , :::out h, "'r.~ 1:o!'+.h of •11'' cemr, •li ~.b ~h~ 
I I 

~,sion of v~"nfnP. h~ c~np of +h· a ~roach of enemy forces . rtll 

...... ~~oot-,r-1 occupi .,;.l lv·ir ee.sir;u~ rle!'~nr:: ·:e oosi t.icns a· !'1lll~:et . ':'he 
l 
I 

ci1iUaru- -:n CO."::T' --r;r-A :irl"!ed •,ti th C' r r:.r:ec and att.achE'.tl to '".he Hike 

h= ncr th end of t he air ~ trip . 

t.!:1ci:l clocda. "'i::ih'!.l i ty, avtm 14iti: -:;ortar illumination !'lares, t~lll' 

ll 



I 

:)i"ni:.:<"' ··a:- t. '8rC :>lld th;:; s~eJ1.s 1J,,,...,n cra~hinp: '.Ji th C:<!)lO$:i."c fury 

~" .. .11,., c""""'P - the s-conds ~~emed hourr ·•r the ~S~rrison r.r?ced itr-el.f . 
I I 

the tto:-t:>r ~heJ.!s :on inued ... o fall repi0l" in tho C{lmr 1mtil ebout 

it. -o hours · tl ~n ... .he :ohellin-· ::;o;.o::l-P.d . ~irinr; toe >Jere sevrr al cnem:r 
! 

~~>-..... .>ill-.,., rl.' le r- O:.J.d •-uns-, 22i:ir: overc~1:· er antitc>nk rocket :!.aunch,.,rr , 

1rfj -f:<chineruns, ·l:ich ccncentrokr' on bunk~r;:; on ~he 11a.Jl:o . At Ol·30 

l~o~·s, t:n<ier covm- of he in en.::e she: lings , apnroxi ma teJ.•r t·~o com

f~ie~ o:: ll'!.; infantr; probed .ht! c.outh Hall, but •rhat app'"'~red to 

I Te 12n aE""av.lt l''l:' <>c-:.uen'' for ... 11 ,. "'Urpose of blowine gaps 1~ith 

1: 71;:alor tor~<loes in the tac tical wir · • ''he pre:.~ ~:f'l:; 1"\d, •li th 

I 

;~eej-~· ::: re but 

f "he morU=lr cre-.Js ~ n ~.he canp returned fi re , but did so ,_,;: thnut 

tj!ua reg11.rd for at:WU.ni ... ion econo.r;zy . Preciops il'umination end HE 

~h~lls >!ere. f'ired too r3p)dly and indiscriminately, with the result 

b~t cy t.l-t<:J tine the enemy rhelling stopped , the CIDG c11mp. had almost 

r-.xlieust~d its o-.m mortar Pnmuni tion supply for t.he 3lmm mortars anrl 

h· q u:;oo up ~lmod. half of its (oOi:tln VJortar armi\Unition . A. consin.,rable 

P.wtnti',y of machin,..gun aru'llmit.ion w~s a~ squendered . 
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-

1" lo "0' 1m~r.nt" 

~ t:;.blirh" ·, cr ~r- co·- en r.;t' fron l ,.. ''" "C'" o'\ 1f1 _, -

lx>c"' u ::YJ 1 h C' 5 nnd l C F ' • n r~torf' u; e d to ~n~r<>r • he d ll !;;l C d \ c 

ciplinc - v••ryon~> triecl to ta1 ' at once ... n.· n'- J onr, t 1l. ''"he "'"'- 1 

nto the c~r.:r: . 

:.t llCQ hourr On 9 .. arch the first t2CtiC' - n ~t·:-trikec in !:Upl ori.. 

of t'l'IP C:efense "('T"" r Pcc>ivcd north and south of • he c:mn. ~~cnur-'-' 

of hnavy rroun(1 fog and t he lo•n clm1ti cov·: r , • h'! ",'LC c nulr not ob

s~rv1 t ho +Ar!'"k , ro l10obs • .. rere drop)"?~ from a' ove tht' c) oudn and 
' 

adjuatefi from \l.thin the ca:np by sound . ~he "'irCr"\ft could not bomb 

'rli th 1'!'.3jrint" TP' - 10 radar control br;!cause t h y ~1err> b• •rnnd Lhe l"mpe 

h~: air force l!SQ- 77 11Ckyspot11 rsder control ~tat .ion 

nt DQnP, "Ia .,,, :- out of action for r epar :ts, ar.d con;eouc>ntl,. couldn 1 t 

con:.rol: 'hn bombing . urprisingly, the bor.tbinc- Ly soUJl(' technique 

"O'"k'td "<J.irly well , elthou:h the defend F:r!:' in the cl'1np ~eld t.heir 

hre::tth~ ;-rior to each boi:Jb release . :\1' ::irftrikes u"re final1y d:::-

coni inuaci at 15r1"1 hours flue to the lo'~ cloud C€'i} inc; . 

t t 09':!C' hourr 9 ··arch, Camr- A Fhau request<>r IJn e•,P:r~Pncy re-

-ur'lY of a~unjtion and medic~~ evacuation of wounded . ~n~unition 



•'or C:anp - hnu . 

i:lc in "nf.A mC'Irt!lr rheJling of the C"!ll"' ly 1h· ~"ncr.r · :::n c"· ded 

£111 of ch t ,)cctriMl 11ire~ connectiup. t h·" raa;{1l10r~'>" •;i'Lh fir.in( 

nnd most of U,.-• l"'in• s w~re .V..nockw! dnwn . 

li i, 1l0f'l ho rf tHo army OfE aircraft ] anded on the A 'ht>\l air-

str:l.p. '~'h ·r crF:u no fire a::: they came j n . 'lleir mir!iion~ :serf:? to 

ohserv'.3 and to rl'port on the ::>i t.·Jation in the ca'1p , 0 · At~r"line 

Hhcther he airstrip could be used by CV- 2 and ';-123 rtircr"ft in 

c:::.N a c~"ci:-ion 1•o:- rrde to reinforce '.he c'1np, anci to P.v"c•lr.ie 

lin::' ... ric\"l\· ··ounded . -h, GR?, a nlatoon fron the ·ike> ore and 

sevlr"l AmPricr.nr "'loved out of r,hr., c"op and dorloyed nro\mc ih ... "ir-

strip in :'lll f>f"ort to :-ecure it for thP. lanrin.- of 'h<• "ircrnft . 

Ho •Jnem·• rcsist."nce 1~a::: encountert'd by thl"! unit~ r:r th· v dr: •loyed 

nro~nd l t,hc ::-trip , "0110ver, after tie aircraft hnd , e.ndod nnd r~rl'ocl 

on ~ho i npron , n h<?.o1r; volumn of s:~al1 a rns f i re wAs rccrdved by the 

airqraft and the ;--.nrty sP-c\:rin~ th~ airstrir: . /.n o)o 2.1. ton truck 

was ,riv<'n betw~>f'n one of thP rn; aircraft and h· nrno fr!)" 

the t' · re \~Ill" cominG - ""he f'~uth he.lf of the eart llt:)l of th ... C '\l p , 

OC<'\\J)ied by the C:IDG Hl Co"ln::-ny. 

up hi~ nircraft and took off, but th, oth"'r •1aited until · ~ f'trr 

<:-e rAAant GibsC'In hod 'c-en loaded in<.o hil" "irr lane h"fo>·e hP , t o , 

tcok off . "'he rrounc rarb s~curing ~.h• airstrip tho•:ght nn 

••nit h~d gott.Rfetw en th" eaf't wal: of 'h c:1rnn an' th" n.:rstri~, 

anrj b• q.l'n rr- turning fire intn tbat Area . "i1hin t h< c!!mp 'k<'lf , 

~(>veral \nericnns noved down to th~ 141 ~o~pany•s stctor of he 



J '"·ril.,~ ·.~r 'o ·,. 

cr•ft, ... n' at 'h fr.:. nd1y Pl'1t.oon:; !" c·-rinc:- •:,,. "ir~.r:i• , thy 

br"U'''lt ·• :un,.. lntoon 'nto th" r<>nr of 't!1 l'] ~omp.~w· :n· .forced 

it ~0 CP~rO riri~ . 

()£ courr·" , th~ Jl!'Af"" ~ol,liers at ;._ '"h"u w"'rc ~>nr: · d ly \.hr.> 

"l'fl!lront tr,.,achery of the 1/.] GomH10'{. 'he rJ•cidon lJI'<i t.o 11'> mdc 

Hhat to do nbout ~hi' 111 Gom!)<~n;t . IJondt·nr:::t.i"ll 11rr: ··v n 1 ~Lt"npt

inr. to 1i orrm +hr conJ•any, bt1t it Ha~ r~>":-on'•d tlwt. · rhnpr •h" caura 

for h incld!'nt ~m ~ • hr>t an Arv:ric~n •t~a r- evncPnt •d in:-tcfld 0r ~">ne 

of th'1 !'lllny 11ounced '·'ietnarnesr . "'eca-.;se it ,,m< (Hr:t.inctJ·, r>O::-si' )e 

u:l'1t the incid"nt \UlS an ~l'lOtion~: C:i Sfl"" ....,rCVOK"d t;' .hP '.:-!criC:!l'1!'" 
1 

it '.'OS cecidcd thet nothing \.tOult:: b.., don~ ~~ ·h 1/,} Co- ar.:: . !.:-v"..a·· , 

the f'1rri~on nGeded a 1 ] avni:a:le nan~owe~ cr. coul · ill afford to 

disllrM thl'l 11.1 :o:1r:mv on t:rounC:r of.' <"s~· cior of ' 'id. ';one; :-yrnr_.:l'hy 

or ~~irk ~n inlernol h~ttle on tbcso ~rounrr . 

'"h·~ 1 o::-t ri' n ral· zing sin~:;1e incident ~o occur <'ur inr ~ h•' ho. t. tlo 

hanJ)~'n<'~d "!round JJOr hour~ . ~he <::ioud c eiling fiMl:, , ift.,prl to nbout 

200 •1•>ter :1 111 ove the V'll} cv floor, p~rritt.!ng an hC- 1,7, '1;'uff thn 

!!A.f'lC ;1rnt•on, 11 to nrmetrl'lto und er thn cJ ouds nnd come t? thr· ''UP' ort 

of ~he , camp. ~he :\C- 47 apnrooched the cr:~p fro· nort..h\IGst. to routh

eart , par: ing on tht3 "''· ~,t side of h"! C"op , "'h':l br>1eag\terr-d gerriton 

litqr "nl" stood ur and ch~"ered a.nd ap,.,laudnd th o-rri vt") of '.h - ·,c- /7, 

Cflr.orl:r 'lnticipating gre'1t damage h"' ing in!'lictr•r' on t.h · en'"M'f b• 

the nir croft • c •·.inir.uns . ''u.4f1e!ll v , ··hen the> :..".- l? • ·.as ct.i 1 • c.l out 

.3 ~·.i,lonetf'rs north of th~ c~mp, t;'Jf\ anti - "ircreft nachine um· o•·<>ned 

unon it from thn r'drnline s east arr uest of 'he c'l-p and fro":l th" 

vaJ • .,, floor it.ce]f . 'he vol\llllll of fir, r-lac~:.l unon the f..C- /,7 wr~l!' 

int.cc~rc . ~·he aircraft \~P-r hit r epeatedl,r. It began descet dir.P: ·with 

smo}® trail inu fro:: an cngino , c:..rclod ~ou~h of the c .... ;-;- , cti) "l ~J:-

glide to the north . It crod1ed in the 



• • 

smd it. r nr-

vivi~l{; cre:~m"n u up a vn]i:mt str:;L"rln . A ':H- I l1 'ic'> i..rr 

f.i.n1l"·· llCc .. , in ;:-r .. cuinJ; t.h~ -: :-.. r·····i.r.g c:-~'Wi~'n of th <•rir,in~.l 

7 ~t nbout l.tO( 'nurr. . ''hn t11o ninjr·t·nr. "00 .,2, 01(1 r•un<r of 7 . 6~:-t'l 

lll\1 uni t,jon '4P:r• c~ntu:r.•pr~ L:· h tner.x• . "he ;,';- /'/ J:c \' r : .,· " r'1A C"' 

to fi ro Lt r. l'llns . 

Tho ·,.,.. r1tl i zation of th · ; 'h?..l.: <'"'r,·iron rt:>rull. ~ Tlf' from i.hc •·1ovn

:i n" of l.hr 1.C- I'I cent r e(l r.rouno '·he fol, O\d n frnrr : 

(1) That the enPJ1\Y •.Jas C:'\'r'erle of ~-c,·rntinr, fricntll·· air 

f.UJ;> ort, ~NI"l1 'I;JO!~ \IPathP.r WOWd p~rmlt C.ir Opl'>r':J.tionr ; 

(2) 7hat frimvnv e:i.r units wouln not rupport ~.h~ cr"lp 

b• cc.ur.c of :1 eff .. ctivene :-s of rcne:-- ~nt.i -e.ircr::~ft f · -=-"~; 

0) ':'hat r einforcr?rnents or a c--unt•'r" :-d: : rce • ·ouJcl not 

b flo·•n i•: b C."Uf' of h" a:;+i-~:!.rcr-.ft ~ · l'" . 

~!m ~·I·rt fC'ar "n:: :nrtialJy corr<'!ct , +, f'•con'' '"'::; ~O"''')clc~· w 

'ur:t.Lfl.l'd1 "nrl t~ third •m.f; compl"t"l" cor<"fct . 

;,t Jll5 hour::- !'!n a1dit.ional comr·any of i'tmr~ fro· 'h• : ~hn Trone 

"ike ' ore,., r'n ·~rt,.,d hy ':-130 from :'ha " ranc for · hu .,ai . A total of 

12) ~\mg~, 1 internret~>r , and 1, Tif-('.!'T f.Oldier< IICre ~'~ll bor.Y'· . he 

inl.l?jn1, H03 to tnl~~ th· :•une Col'lnftn•; t.o ::-hu 1"ini to l'e tr<Jnr,loadcd irt.o 

Wir 1ne c•r_ -:t; he' icopi.l'lr !l llnd t.h n flovn t') A fh~u n10 r(·in"orcmn•'lnts . 

~he "I'Lnchmer.t. G- 1 company of ;•ungs from 'ts <1"\pl etet' :-:a "rnr. '·n·a 

rorCt" ).11\i on :I}Qrt. ~nd HOuld be flown to u chau ly l'lllrine he:J'copters 

if 'lhe i'irst rei:L'orcemcnt attempt l<i' h the :'ha '"' ra~ comw.ny ~:cceed"<i . 

:,t PC9 hour:- he .~ "hau garrison sent the fo110ilin::; ~il" f'\pe to 

ll~i<S~ Detachmen~ ":- 1 : "Advise t roop carryir>.g aircraft l:''! c:•or ·rs 

and have cho'"~'U land in ca"llp . If <:"Cet"sar"' • ·~ill r.ecure uir:- ·ip 

f or fi:Zcd \/. nc ." It WM' ho~d nr.d c::pect 'd by the :1 ~·wu garrlr.on 

thut r,~in4'orcer.e••t !.!Ould be coning . 

t\t l/15 , 1620, rmd l?Ot hou.rs se.,ar.!ltf• "'arachlt•" rl)r-Up!· ly dr ops 



:-in •1P ~ ircraft rort.ir~· con ' tJct ,J 1 • · ·, ':''- =' ' I.' ~~ ; 

1·~· ·• ov~ t.h·:-- vn)1Pr f1 ,.., . "· ·1 n r th oro· 

he f .i.rr L t"o 1 o· cl , r>r,e 

':"-~ t '11•' one rl-12~ lo,ld 11iL ;ou'.h of ··h· C" ~l' , r•n' th thirl 1oorl 

} y ' ~I - 2 l1it hot.h in the c••r.~p and j•Mt Of~ thl'l "'0114 h ' '!ill. ~ 10 

'RF :1111' () ,,Jnl.uon of ··unes V'\)i~mt.}y ~nl]it>d out. or 'lH' C'"lP mr' , 

\.thlll"l lll'V'Pr .~nflii\V !'"11l'l) l Pr mn firP , l'• cover ( al ()U1. flO' of th·' r unrli " 

thnt f~"ll ou::.:-irlc t.h !•Pdm ter . .\"ll1tmiti on , .·•lica) u.,•~; , nnd tt<o 

~r/'\C-2; ra'ios ;1it..' :..·t ..,r:!.es uar e r ecoveroc1• ~h,•n ur· nt'y n<'P···,· 

nu• 1}1h z wOrt:! l~c .. "<~ctor s in r r 'i ttinc th, c•m im;etl cl ~r- n:·e of th" 

c:mp \.mtil it 1.1ar Ol'';*reci ,.vacw•ted 'tt J72C' h our: en J" · ' ' rC'L 

• ., rr: nr·,l rt of h<' I;)G lLl ':on•·an,· we·e :lbl.' rvt~r' fir'nr, on 

th~ c ··- 2 and C- 1?." ;>.~rcrnft ;\:' th ·; ')e" OV~r 11. C' '!':lp . itn ;t1('ricP.n 

' f' !:' <-n•; r~d t•:o irraf"l•larF fl'OC that ~"01':1;'"!1;/ in 'hO 'lCt Of 1'" Til"{; On 

C:o 'tPill'\'1 nr . r hi< fU il ;v pair wer e th<m t1·rned OVP.r l:,o ht' . ' D C:;pro 

;;o•·;r.,nder, •ith ... 11"! t't"con.n•'ndf!'.ion that t.h ·• i o ,.xccu-te' for hf.!ir 

tr•'<khcr;r . " e r efu:"ed to have ,hem ex(•cutP-d anrl c:<;)rnr"oo ... h.· opinion 

that bh,.. 1/1 Company 1.1as J oyal. UfMF Detachment C- J in '., ··me \If.~ 

aci v ) S•1rl tlln t the earri son \-lA :'I !'Ia ving l"Ore tr~··!Jle with th,~ l/, 1 Cor.!-

pt~ny 1nrl thet it W'f' mwpec tec the Comp~ny \lllf ho;r " i nt '" ong 

he unr Con-

pt!ny•~ p)'\toon i n reserv<> , locnted u~er h-" c•·n '~.;r of he ceor> \tas 

told to k ep " c1 ore watch on •.he lLl ':onp." ny and t o fi rc on 1 t if 

an" furthnr ~i 11ns v~ n ; version wer e d" -·ctnd nnd the t\IO C!OO i r 

r l'nuorc ho hsd Cr.-en a~"rehended vere r,~ ven to thnt r>l:lt"on for 

c· r'<.oo;r. orhe ull :.rote f nte of th- t•w traitors ir unknown, ·--:t the"" 

l' rr rrobnblv l.illro by .... hO? :·un:;.s . 

. :. t :~bou-. 1700 hours a nar ine C' :- ::;. ntt.el:lpt·~d to land i.n •hf! camp 

in to evacuate the \tounde·l. -'s i t beenn to :;et.tlo lo\m in the 
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r. Joter Hn air forco 

~::-3 hel icoptPr c·Jm 'n•.o t.hc c ::r:m nr.rl.d 

injured cre\.lmen of th!' r10\med tlllr' ne ,_;··- "' . 

~or fOme rea~on , " hir,her ochc·~ on r:" C~" l1llncl nbav!" A !'hau 

decirled not to r clni'orco ~·hr· canp \lith th'l t\40 "iko i'orce con•·fJnie::; 

;:;o. r.:r.1; I ';or r s aoo III i'A., ei ther dnci -.l.ec! or were t.olo not to 

attempt :1 reinforcP~nt or .~oun~erat ac;.: \.!Hh A:t'rt: or ;,. :ericP.n t.l'lrin 

units . !> t a•w rato, Pv•n thouch the la • C"ilinr HAS r•<fficir"t ,-1 

afi)nrl'Joon on th• Cth and on thr· lOth to ennhlt' hE>l• copters to ·•1t 

in~>o A fhau , no reinforcement or coun•.er ott.ack •me a ttenpted h·, n.n·· 

:'O!'ce outside ,\ r hau . 

it cha-u stoocl done us darlme f'~ r"t •' od on ~' · ~rch - a sinr;, e 

AC- L7 flare~unr.hip arrived at 2C~O ~~~~~ 3nd r.tayed on rtstion all 

ni;;-ht several 1mndred naters above -;:.hs •_1-J; cl' cloud co-:er :J:al"! ~ r.-

cln·ouded the vall cy and !lOuntains . I~ could not, e:fective l y f Upnort 

th$ camp through the clouds , but at len.rt. it ua~; psychologica,,., 

co'Qlfor t:!.ng to hear t.he airplane 1 s nrine '··rnlne overhead an · to 

r: cak to ~he pilot. 11ith the Ar/PRC- :::5 ·a 'io . 
I I 

it t dark 'he · :D~ " a"lp Coronander , '.:l:un• Uy Dung , establi:-hed l)if 

the camp . The UfMF .)etnchm3n"t A- 102 ~olT!T'1llnder co-l ocatP.d \Jith hin 

in~tia11y s but ·o~cnt at about C500 hourr to the south \~all. 

At 2030 hours and from 2300 "o 2'C<' hour: , Samp I. cbau r "CCiv•xl 

several mortar rounc~::; . ~he eneny \Ulr c'v'ckint; tha ~Pistrat.>n of 

!t 0~10 hourc 10 "ar ch , Camp A. fha u cegnn receiving int.en:-~ ~m: 

P.9curate fire froP mor•tar s , ant:i tank r~ckE>t launchers, recoilless 
I 
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·.mr stunn'np, '"h.., int.~"rior of th<' ca;np w.:1s eti.Qll!'ed in wh"t !:e-';;;en 

to hr> a continous rxn or-inn , ""hP hMvv tombnrdm!'nt. continued unabstC'd 

unt.i,l H ::Jecko:-Md n1 •u\tL 0700 hours, nulvorizine ~.l.n c~>rnp nn<' in-

flictjn~ h·aV'J cesualti~>s upon the 'r>f nr'prr , 1\ll of t!Y.l bunk<>rs 

whioh tlr-:::troyed about h!llf of th_ muchinorunc . "of:'t of fhr> nor~ 

crows ;in the camp were JdlJ ed and rno~t mortars vere put out ·f 

act· on . In the "American" 8111l!ll nortar pH, thrt<e direct 11it!' cy 

ene1 y morU:lrs killed 7 "ietmunese and .... •ounrl,.d 6 men, irclu•"ing 

Sergeant First Clasr Pennie G. Adkins ,nrl fe-geant Herrill ~obbins, 

thP. it!!JAricans in the pit . The men in the "American" mortar pit 

repeatedly relaid their mortar each time it was knocked clown by hits 

ar.c near hits, and continued to service it . ~he fa~ !'UCh determina-

tion in sPrvicing all mortars in the c:mp was shown by all cr<>ws ancl 

r eplacement crews . Cnlv exhaustion of a~~nition , OA~truction of the 

mortrlrs, or destruction of crP.ws fina 11 y sil need the frienrlly nortarf" . 

;,t, 0500 hours ma~dve ground as~aults were initiated hy '"he el'eny 

against the south and e~trt walls . "'he eneny rushed a -ainst th9 ·.:allf: 

in tightly packed 1-IBVt'S . 'l'he enemy f!uprorting fires continur>tl to 
I ' 

fall with devastating fury inside of t.he C"Mp. ~epeatPd)y the enemy 

wav»r 1.1ere cut down or rPpulsed by the rett:rn fire fron the routh >tall 

and fron the northr>rn r.alf of thP ea.:-.. wn11. The deft>nclerf on t.l':e 

so~th \4811 fought \·lith creat tenacit:t nne valor \·l'ls truly co!lll'lony.>lace . 

"'~e situation war f"OIOOI'hat different in the sector of the peri-

rnet-;r held by the CIOO 111 Company . "h•"'n thl': ene~r h:!.t the 1/1 t;o:---

parl;1 1 ~ ::oector , that co::tpanv failed to r•'sist the assault. "an-.· ::e~-

beiir of t.h•' J.JJ Gompen:v ,joined the enemy in the as sau) t , nnd \tere 

ob~erved a:-;Fisting the: enen:r in getting over the wan . "'here we:::-e 

a ~e\1 '"\en in the 141 Co'Clpany llho resisted 1he assault and "ho ,-:_ "11-

dr~w to th" north wall and continued fi~>htine after the eneey t reeche<' 



1 ~ompan:; 

• r 

:;et.er. A p ·een st.ar cluster •1e s .r: r{>d 1:';1 th Pnerny ?.f· ::- the peno-

Wt>:'-" thick and tho r-i enal was not ob~~>l"'Vf"d . At. anyr• • , •!J.., t-nem:r 

nort{tr fire continued to pulverize the cAlllp, anti th~ ,..,.-.:,.forces 

>1Chij:!Vit1~ the r.eneT,ration ar.sau} ted jntO their 0\.ln f>U ~':.ine fir~r. , 

takihs h':!avy casusl ties in doing so . 

lleinr advised of the breakthrough by the Pnemy, th-: - "'· schment 

ri.- 102 Collll!l8.nder, vho 1.1ae th~"n fighting on the south wa- :, :-an over 

to ·he ammunition bunker in which the r,:;r Co:nl!l8nder r.~d e"'tahli~hed 

hie co rv1nd rost to ur ·e an inrnedia1.e counterattack i.::·· .;.. ., ':?J'. 7he 

I I 
:.,::;";1 Chung Uy DunE: "as Ji terally cowering in th,., bun..]{<>:- . "" ref~.:s.:d 

~o co•.mit the ';:\F for the counterati'"l!ck- ~e '~anted :!.t :~ :·ennin 

around hiz bunker for his protection! 

(•S th<:; onem.v neurad into the r:;aT> croat"d hv the l~' ·~-.-any ' r; 

1e!'nction, they teean placing enfi1flrle r·re on thP dl'f· re on the 

soul"f and east Ha) 1 s. "he re'Plainder of the ~·ung plAice:-. "nd the 

civifl.i~ns in t.he re~<erve force positioned in the cont£·r .:.· he comp 

st:e)npted a counterattack but could not eject thP nlll"c:-· .s ·nemy 

sold~ers assaultir~ ~~rough the rub~le in the south r••: ·ortion of 

the cal"!p. r uring its counterattack th<:: reserve force .--..::. ..ained 

heav,' casualties fr o"" mortar and sr:rll arms fire aoo he· ·:o ~tith-

dr•·• to the w~st~>rn rortion of the cnop nnd to tho no:-·"- ·.rl'lll . 

•t'••'"f!'s on th,.. flouth wall were forced ty th·~ enfilade r:-::-; ?.nd t!ic 

.:.":-ental n::-::-aults -;o uithdra\J to t.h< north wall at at.ou'- ~~oo hot.rs . 

~he k ... rcnders on • :1e northern half of th<:: e· st wall were 'll::o re-

ht>avy enfilade fire from tho iNA infantry e!'lr.aC.:t.!ng through 
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tho c~rnp . -ho ra:t vaP r"i<::nil~'r~ rt?r•· ... t d rmcl r C"ivr>d nr>rl" · -rio"l 

~ •ti ~ht r"\1 V h na~l:.h '.!" ~ , ·nir.h t ' ··did jn "n or-lnrly :-rr.-nr 

r t. -:.bout 0530 h"··u • 

.. ricntiJy ~M::lJ-~rr." nr:r\ ··"lchirl"f!lm "'rn rmrl hnn 'vr•)nadc~ wi •!-!in 

Un c11mp fro!" ., nocket of dPf~">ni'er:: orounA •hr 11 t.nPric"!n11 .,orvr 

f; '• onrl lf~AfF COi.u'mlniclltions bunkPr in thr> w·~trrn r·nrt.ion of .. h•' Cf\'1])1 

l -·' from t he north wa' 1, checked t he ~ ; r• ult of t.h" .. V ri inft nt.r; 

c:·;ins;: from t.h" f'OUth nnd eA!'t tlaJl" . "h., "Mtn.V mortflr f i rr> cor:-

1~nurc1 lmint<>rrvptcd nnr1 <lin much to ardrt lh0 f'llrr-iron in blocl·-

;:.-: the l1l1Cl1W ·dvnrcr . ''hen tho nomrnt.u·• of' 'ho ncm.v a::. nult 

p: 1p~cd , .. h,., cncny infnntr.; t.~ok co7r-r in ••,r rubt,J e .:.Jnd on the 

1:~-rh "nd eart wallf' . f<l~ of th"- Uf'A~F of'r~onn<>l \lt'"'ro •·oundrd and 

: more wer" killg~ (ferreant "cCann t>nd r· "'ciolirt .. Uihl ) 'urir r 

co:._ nolace . 

th<> t·.tt)e . ~he couraw , '"e~.!'-fecr· fico , re::-ource

l~adership of the Alll'3rican~ "UCr " f'O l!idcrprrad OF to be 

·.t ~00 hours airstrikes were deliver<<1 i m~'di"tl"lY ··nrth and 

cnup . "'he groundfog >Ills 11eavy 'cut tlv cloud c.:>ilinc; 

:1• •··· :;:.-:m to t'bO~lt 20r "::!9t"rr' , po:mi' 4 .ing ,.,, 11 !'kyraic11lr~ 11 to "CnP

trt ': 'Jncier t.hC' cloud" . "'he striJ·nr W•.3re ef 'P.ctivo t.u t. could r.ot re 

Jllf'r 'J.:".ad bocaur.e of t he close c ombat in pr ogres innirl C' of t ho camp. 

~y -·-o hours on)~r the north \~all and the Am·wic· n COl!'Jllunical 'ions 

burJ~<:r wore sti ll held . The one remaining ~L"V" en·" ( Orrtv1 mor tar con

tin• c: o f .:.re but t~Pr" ·iestr oyed or out. of a::-Jmmition h~>forP 1200 

hor:-

- 0830 hour~ ""he e~AfF .\- 102 Commander r--·q\I"S't.ed air~trikeF on 

ar.<i E';i:t.h of tho fiou1Jl w·alJ. tl t 0900 hours, after airFtrike~ hac 

hit ~ e <-outh '.lall, the i\n3ricans and a nur.,l er of ''\mgf' and c f ·:w 

CJrl.: .:=-::-"t,n.t ar~ atl r:!:!pter; another counteruttac~: to clear ~he sout.h 

and ,.,.e ~ ••nllr; . ·:alf of the e!lst wall var clr!!red , but effor ts to 

re~air. t.h" south wall were nnsucce~sful. -hu f.,i.lur"' of lh,.. f rienr' l y 



I I 
( he LJ DB Canp Gor:w.nnder , Chung Uy Tlung , tt-~·erl hiclcil'n ir Vf' t·i ouf' 

bmlkers tl~rouehout hi.' bat ·1~ arrl --e.'~' no P" "ort to 1 ear or to col:!t~~r.t' . ) 

'"'he CRP, ·~hich had h~>en the beat traiMd end Jed of th•' CinG units, 

h"d dor. • ver~' well on the 9th, nw.! ~)<>MentE of 1 t cor tinued trJ -'o 

He1l tha'ow;hout th bai;Ue! bv,, feiled t.o perform •1eJJ 0" t.hf! Oth 

I I 
on'y beccause Cl:unp Uy :)nng rettdned it a:= bodygm"'" · 

Updn fcilinfl '.o cJ Pl!r I:• ct mp of th enertv, "'.he "etechr.ent ~--102 

Cotunancler r eouested 'he ent~ l'G cmn!)' cxc~'t \, i!.'r h nort!: \~'lll and 

napo.lm in t·he sout.h 11al1 t.ranch . netHe".!n 1000 sn1\ 120r hiJ\ll'S "'he 

nirstriket continued in aoo arounr> hP. c~~p, ir~J'Jlctio,.. ~nvy cnsual-

ties upon, t.h{' enen:v and "iscourar.in6 fur .her emmPr np:;<au} t:> " ninrt 

the co~t~nicn tions l unker anrl "'h•' north ·.~ell. 
""n'i c"mp · .at:e :r t>eatr.d requests of "'etachment <' - l for rdir.fo!'CP-

coning . ''hen the si tu:a tion inride th" C""'!~ be care ~, Pperat(' , Jetnch-

eent C- l was edvised not to ntternpt to lane the r· 1nforc~oents in the 

canp, ~111( insteAd to Jand a £0\~ hundred meter s to th north . 

:i.t aprro':it:l!ltf')v lOC{' hours the "'etsch!JCnt .\- 102 ~o~.lln~er 

recomn,pnted that P- 52 bonbr>rs conduct "!\relights" (a ma:::dve bo::tb.

i•l[;) if.ll'lediutel'r south of thr C~:"1' , tetwePn ~e 'et and ;.. Iuoi ~o ~hP 

north, , i: the Be loung \'alley, and along ·h~ ri.det>lines P'•<'t am \lt•st 

of the4 camp. It \1£\f seriouslY felt by him that an "Xcellent op,..or tunity 
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io 'e ... -inE!d ry theE- 52 : .ombing:- ~Qtl] l offFr>t 'hn •• ' rk 'o '·h'! '111'

vivors ~·tilJ fighting in l,ho ca."!p . t'nforLunnt.Ply , rornn. hi<'!· .-r 

echPlon of comn'lncl ,·1 r~pnrov~cl ... h, r £'cur•tt for t>- 52 borthinrr . ·h,., 

cn1·p "i~ , hm1cver, ~"c"'iV"' r~"'alr: ctri.kP:; on nnd Fouth of ;., routh 

'l<~lJ , •Jhich ''id C"'":-l' ::-::1: le ' njvrv !.o Lh" "neny, 

.it 1150 hour!' a') .;tb crash- landed on thn ::-trip. :'he nilot ,i\!Hpeti 

out of "\,hl" circraft ;mri cra11l cd into tha rlr·d.nar:•' r1:itch on t~n. ·.mf1., 

side of the airftl'ir . "nomy riflemen an<l Machin<•gunner s eart of 

the a irstr ip bet•l.ln f'rine at him. "'hr> t~ fh~u c'!cf,.nrins i.n t r.e north

east apex bunker return'9il fire at the en ern:' and l:ept \.hl"I!l fro;"~ mnneuv'c!r

ing against the oilot , rer geant :'irst Cla:-., 'Jictor l~ncero•ood attco} "\,~ 

to ~o ovr>r the wal) anr.l out to assist the pilot , but each ti1"2 hP. 

st ood, up to r.o over h, 1~all he dre1~ cond(:,rnblc smnlJ lll"'U' fire . 

An a rmy OlE avint or attcnpt ed t o l3nd on l he rtr ip to r escue th" ri

lot, but took srv'-'r l\1 hits f rom small "r·n f' re and ~ad to r:iv up 

th~> effor t. . '"'hen en ;,. n; 11-f'kyrei der" begon ci<·sc€'nrling fro, routh to 

nor th onto ~~ rtrir 11ith 1anc1i ng g<?t>r c1o•.m . ~he ~efcnciers in tho 

ca~p :thonght th" aircraft ws also c r a:oh- lnn 'inr, , bnt wer e ·d:;t.:Jk·•n . 

··o j or Bernie f.'isher landed his " fk'Jl'lliclet;" t~rnod it around on the 

nor th end of the r.t.r ir , t.axied to wher e ~he doHned Pi l ot lay in the 

di'tlch , opr>ned his cock?it , anrl notioned to hir~ to c) imb into :;hc C•)C ,

pit . '=be e:1st~rn i tn.l{er on th"' nor t h 1-~all ~lJ the "hiJ~:>. k<>pt up!! 

hen•-, volurnn of ~f\chinerun and rifle fi re on t.he r-ne~( · in en e!'!'ort 

to cove r the 1 and in;; an" take of f of .. aj or ''is~er ' s 11 ~k;~r- i d"'r . n 

Af~er ~ottinr- tht do•med nilot i n his COCkT'it , Hnjor "l:'i sher "".ook 

of~, tthilc th'~ !'len 1n t he camp vocallv chl"r.r ed ancl appl i'\ucled his .foct, 

of lv·• lor, 

.'. CV- 2 etter.mted anot.hr r rnF"...tpnly <rop ~t J?.l"> hour:o . ln t!:c 

buneles 1.•er e barllv ne~•d arnnuni t i on and ra· dice.· sut•plies . ~ .. 

b~n-iles l<>nded al:out 21' f"'•te r s west of •h wost.ern !lpex tunk -r. 

I:namy nachin~mms ope::e<i f i r e on •be bundles nnd :ohot the m up on t.ht> 



crcund . f1,~ clnfm 'err could not E:Ct to ''•t n . 

~he UfA'"" so)diorr at .·. ''hou l::e!'"an tr. r eali ze t.hnt r-:linfo~cc

n•·nt "!l f!htl not orriv,... in tine ~r:d t1-Jat \lith amrnmi tion '!lnort •'X

hnm·t,·f coni.jnuPd r'nfenre >IOUJ.d he impo~fible . It w ~ rnfl"on-·<} th"t 

the 11ertarn hnJf of l he camp, at a m:in:illl\}m, rm1st be r t'lke>n in nrd,...r 

that r1 per:imeter could ho "'l:t.''blished for t he <:lcfense thnt nir,ht e.nd 

in orclor 1.hat th~:- dGf P.I'ldorc could ~a in on arPa .tn Ph ' ch to rcc,...ivr> 

mrumnd tion rerupply drops . A.cco:rdineJY 1 at 1J58 hour!' A :'hau r.ent 

the following radio m<!r:cag(> : n•.;ant strikP::: ')ll routh •1r1J , im·idc 50 

rnet.er! op N:st cide of rumo~e.y , and on east wall . US attempting to 

nr Fault from north to south enc! to s>Jeep :::outh wall . " ( f, t the r,ane 

time £1. ~hr>U reported : "Eeveral lar ge en.>lo~·ons "ithin the c~n!l hut 

do nn'lo know •·hat they are . ") 

"11e cntmt.cr attack to retake the ,,,est."lrn half , if not all of he 

camp, beea!l 1/10 ro·lr:> , folJo•<~ing airstrll~t- on the ::out h ''all • 

.,Ollt' ·tunr:s :-wept along the ea~>t \-tall to tho "'11.1 in ~ate t•nker . Capt·· in 

Car te.n n,nd nolr\e l\mgs drove irom the north 1-ieJl alont; the en!' t-w<.>st 

drainrtga ditch to the cent.er cf lhe camp. Captain ,.. lair , 'erpcant..s 

CnrnAi)A.n end Undel'\-t(Jod, nn int e r pr etFJr, and a fe>l CIOO irreru) nrc 

drove fr.o1~ tho nortl1 vial) across t he cr~mp by th(' fl at:;pole o.nr. into 

the r~b'qle withln 10 meter .!' of the south Y~alJ . I ieuV·nant lnri , 

ferge~t-nts Adl.ins anc: ,.obb1ns, ard fpecialis t 'urray rlashod out of 

the ,\l!\f? ric.~n co""munication~ bunker fro~ • hich thP:• had been fir;htin~; 

into lho 11A.mericrn11 mortar pit . All elem~mts got no furt.hf?~ . rne~· 

rnachinelyur• -:lnd s~ll n.rr1s f~re and handt;rena<'es from the souti1 ua1l 

w~re h<:-avy anrl ef!'ectively Hocked any fur ther adv'lnce . "'he counter

a~,tack ef!'c-rt !'ailed but the r.!en par ticipatinr in it held tl,P.ir r-osi

tions unl.il about 1530. -nemy Mor tars continued to round the cnnp 

c.nd tlw:,• end '-h•• tNA rifJP.men and nechine<"Unners inclde the caMp_ in

fliotRd r.ever a1 ca~ma) ties on t he counter attack fo rce and nadc lt 

al"ol impoosiblo to hold '"at r·ortion of t ho oamp thnt had been 



ith l·or:tk fn"Jinr Jcr: than 20 

::t"Ol: :1. tcl"'.lling or :-tr~fir'IS' run over 

fired at t~em. ~he cnenr·: · ·:~:; dcnsel~· ,ac'·od in • h" 'IUlJ and tr,..nciH ~ . 

'l!lil e the- couni..r·rr. t.teck ·.1' :- in pr orrNll" , nn r>non:· force nf 

ap arentl:r prcp:lring for an ass:ault . .m im:~edj~te eirstrik·· '"as :'"'-

quested or the E>nem.:r . ".~o ~-57 "Canberr"l11 'l::onbcr s t;ech ;lade a ~; nglr> 

lo\J a~ti tude bomb run• ~~.:.. th C::lt! en tin r~ormc] bornl:.s a"einst the 

eneM:r battalion, catching it in me~s formation in th"" open jut·• j,S 

it 1we.s beginninr; to darh ecronr the "l.ir~tri n. That r>ar ticnlar I:"'A 

battelion \Jar e.) mort cortplP.tely <iest,r oved fl!'l.' ) tt " :at~lt. \ns · ::-o1~tm 

b'.:!O:::e it. reach"i! th" et10t wall . 

\-Jell and .i n th Am"ric.,n co!~.municr 1,ionr. h ml: r . f·.r.nt1:1itinn ' .... ~ .,., -

di~t)ibuted and efforts \1P-re M'"'e to :rn:-tnre orrler . ':there \WI" J it tl,.. 

"t<~ c ice1. integritv of units . 'l'he n-'n ,·or~" cr(l!lll1ed in t h e north •mll. 

Deed qr.f1 ·ounded ci:okeu hr> north \'31, , an<l onl" ~rout 5C !'len re-

Hhi:> could s'til 1 :ieht hnd approxil"l!''i,f'ly 20 roun(~~· en~ •l-Jera ue:.,. <:n 

aJw<>xinr.d.e total of 12 '26 ha.nd~r~>nador . ""here f "'"'i'led little '"10re 

thht ' could be done but to hold on and to ho• -c rr!inforcer:ent:: ~~ould 
arrive in tirr· to pr"vent he con,..,;nte Jos:: of !'!] l of he £!lrri•·fln . 

U~rs, continu"'d 1x> hit ito h·~ crnp nnd F." V r :-1 nez>r hi t:s W"ru scorl'd 

. . .. . . ' . ' ' ; . ' . . .. . 
' . • • r"" 



on h .Jr.eric··n co·n: uni ,..., ,nr- l,uru: !' , ·•·1/:u• CQ: -

ll\1 to hn 1 !v- c·.., "n<l ~;·i< r' r: r. n ~nu nchtn 'Ullll! rt r.ou' 'm ('( 

tor· .... ,. ···t.hin the crmp i'<-elf . ~hern '/{'l' ·o~ .i..J!)Ji :·olc'i.or: nnci 

~·rov··r"l .;r:x; lrrt>:'"ltl"r: ovcr:leard ':· · n in ~>r; l'''t(\r 'iFou. r-i·\ ho 

no~·zioiJj t.y of fllT"P.Ilcit-rin~' to .:,hn nnern;: . ho~ • ~r~·rPl ln' · i'url~ 

""ro ns!'ur~>~ by th<> "et:::cru:t •nt ,\- 102 "on.'"nt'fr t,h~ t no onE: ":u)r1 

~urrenckr "r,d no on: ,,ou1d a t.tcJ:tpt to :"1lrr,.nd,...r llimr:r.1f or '.)1(• 

"nrri··on . "he 1111 r icanr anrl 'uns:< "nd m;:~n· of lv r:rnr; W(rc, rn-

l'10lv• c1 i.p l!ol(1 'he nor':.h •Jall nt all cost fl . ,\JJ of '!1 O.e~'onr'err. 

HGr•• hUn(!r:f tlllU thirz~:; for ('erA hfO be•·n no fOO<l Or ":ltr•J' "Vni}Hb)P 

for thirly- !'>ix h'>l'rt• , !.lthour;h ntr.r.runii.ion \!CS - OI.J , C'l~l '1}+ . 12 'I· l'G 

rony, huneer aml t.liirl"t wPre J.or-:r,<>nt:.ng , mmy l1'?n •J•·l'·' l1 ~>tloralizet1, 

and !V".J fur,; r offeJ•rive: c~·a~i)it.;· P.Xis1.f<. 1 , aL "'!(.J~ hmr~ h•" r-ur

vivor::~ •rrr~> rtil' fightin& and ~or,t of th<>n were 'et.,.:r<ncd to f.irht 

to tho ~ini~h . 

III l ' F ~1ecided at l5GO hours to co ~.it "ar~n,.. hr' icopters t.o 

ev~r.uat he rurv:vors fron CamF ; ~!"tau . -ile 16Jd l!;J' ::c::,uadr ;n "t 

i'hu ''n i •. ,,.r, ~"'iVl n the missi on. "'he tetachoent f1 -102 ":o·,Mnder \W.S 

not.ifi ed at abou~ 1630 hour s that th' survivors ~~oulrl be! evacilated 

by hc'.icol>ter rrc. n Janding zon0 a few hunclrecl motrr. north of 'hl 

cnmp. 

At ~ 700 hm rl' , <~11 co• .muni en tions eqnj l ).)nt ann fOI 1 !' '.Jere do

strov.~J by h M~.Jn in the· il.!'leric"'r- COHt'11Ulic·•t.ions 1,-unket· . :;'n t.hr• 

nor l..!J • Til} 'ho '. DT 'jon;-oanc;er en{ ir-a~•'r!' P.mOn[; cr:x: 81ic' u.nt;r '( re 

thorou ·hly briefr>,l on th"- plan for h~'> ·· t'1•'t·"11Ul : 

( 1) '11~>n th'.? ev· c•ta :i Ol"l :le1 :,co;-t 'rs tcg· n t J appl'"/.!Ch 

bnrricr lcs on the pat~· 1 u 'ine "rm1 'h!3 : ''"TOW .ort h 

I'· ,1p ·n t • •oul•' • . re1 ov.~(,! b·· t.:o ;,;-,eric~nr ; 

(?.} mh,·n7 'IJO ,:.!1Sl';_>!' nF and D. !'>C:Ila': Of j'UOC"!" f-o: Jlro 



11 r,;.can ll 

cl··• ~''I) : 

··~ "1'::1 io.: 

(1.) ~>)" ·. l· - or.li<>d r.I~ irri"'\ll'n·c •oul•l rt:.i':. ~r or t' 

~~~mn,'nc 'mm tt, th·· · nnr'ln~ 7.l'n'"" '1r.d n:t hr 1 n' oor.l hr lic:opt r•; 

(5) "i.rrt -~·ior:lt.· ~·or .~vl 'li:l·i·n · u)d " be · o\UJ'' 

~.ll(•y, '.11 , h Jl in tlv'} J andin·· ?.one, •n1<' , - •· ~ h • l'Olll' til' r lo f \, 

in l.hr c:•mn . 

cr. cvj<i~1 cr>l iy ho rippling o.~ conv r: '~'l'i 

i,t ] 720 houl':- th" r,v· cnnt .. i.on :,,.· iconterr '.J t'<'· lb} l"VN~ np• ronc' 

inP h J ::mc'in · zon•' from !.he nort:1 . ':'he e•··:>Um fo"' \IUs l:..,r·inr.ing 

:,o · ·j,]d up nnd ::\.J::.r2 , nnr1 h c:.' ou~ c · j1 in,. '[ ~ · · out ]t(' terr 

&' ov• •:1, v~:·c-y ~nd d ·oppin·· fal"t . 16 '";';'- "/. h,.,Jieopt• rf' in fli ·ht; 

o.!' L, tcnrt .c' · y I El'-J ~ ·unships, .-.."1::-t:.'..ci t · in •h·· :li:"'or.:ot . -he 

lo•1 cJoud cAilinr, orscur.;.d ocser·.-a ion b•· nenv nti- :>':c'" ft. 'lmn"!'•' 

on .b"! r' dpel ino s and ther.;, by eav" !"on" cone· f'l 1"1<•:;1, to :~e · A lie opt !', • 

r•c•>ivin con:-i<.lcrt~l'lr. rifle , nachinc·'1m, "' ' r~'C"ill·: :-- rifln fire 

the t. hit r.ovcr;) . 

~t~n.ivttl off. ~·he o.lrea ·~r dem.,rlllizer' SI DG i.rre··u]Bl':' , :- c.in•· J.nll' of 

the h•>licoptr>r:o t.urn awev, p-~nicked . '"he ''<l.rt of th< ]:In for onm:i::g 

the /Jit~ , pro\tirlinf' the adv"lncP- raarC: , and fiGht,'ing thl'l :::·c-ar :u.'lrd 

workcrl well ; the ·art of •.he !'lan for :;.riori ty for ev• C'' • io · nfi 

for "On •oun•'cd ~IOO tH.isting the ·10unded ~~.:ll'd . 

Cu:1h.i.nr ~r r ... c> • and lair craHlec' out and or..encd tho lliro r..nrri

c'd~". on t.l·e pnt.h fro1~ tho north ~lall ~ate a feH r:-:.nutE'!: b.forc the 

helicopters np• '-"areil . ~he·· t.hen t-.ok Up !'CSiti.ons l;ith thr- <>olE' 

bo: ietl .tr.h~ricnns , : unge, ani' a fe\{ ~IDt h·re·u.l · tr~· o covor th i th 

dr"ltc-'L "'he IJ.DP "anp Co"i'.r.1ander :;et the 1attern for '11.1 wit.htirm-wl 

of tho I.I DB nnd CIDG ele;,ents : he panicked aro bnt;an rtmninr; r, t thE> 
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o::t. ·1 lc- 1 O<licd rc·n 

Garnohrn , who "a~ aJ,·an 'y r.o'riousl.·· "oun,'r d l:nt •ho ·:ollm' ~dly 

hnd br;en opt"'rl.\tiug . '''Jnv of t.h~ fledng mr:n •lroppcd tilP.ir vcn>ons . 

~here \10!'" int ufficient h• 1 icoptF>r:: to ~" V"Ct''' te a: 1 of hr> "r1.ntic 

nob af CT :C irrer~.;1" rl' , '4ho over loodeoi "h" ltPlicot~ters: and foul'ltt 

amonr thrnrelv.~s to P.:et ')n board . ~·eut.nant 'olor.el"ol·~e , the 

16Jd l·f! n' ''quadron ';ornmrnder, had to order the belicoptr}"' cr€'>11': to 

<-hoo1l off those men ·~ho mobbr·d the air·~raft, overloaclint thr.m and 

:'!'e·:ontin,. their takeof ' . 'ev~rel ~IX irre<"Ulars ·.~e"" l:illed b'J 

he~ :.ooptc:- crew~, :mti ft>;;t:r:ll 1'1;lr e kill9d by enent· rif' e , :Mchinc-

gun, r<.?ocoiJle::s rifle and ~;ortar fi.re cnr)ute to and i:1 the landint; 

zone , 

.p. 17?.0 hours th'! tn<'n in the An"ric n cO.,.J1llllice'vi.cnc h:nJnr 

brokE' out. ~md rnced amid a hail of bu'letr for 01,.., · ortl-> •mJ' c11te • 

."pocialirt • ointon, 1~ho h'ld had both arns e'IB1 tcr·~-l anr hnd !'uff'ered 

a Jqft:'l o. 1'!1'1 chest wound before da;-;li-ht, ran h·· himrr>lf i'ron the 

Ltmker · 11 t.h& way to hP. landin • z-;ne - a) most /,OC "'Ctert - only 

to fi net nll thP- GI!- 31 h"' icopters gor:e . ne : .arir.c ... -l , flmm lrJ 

Capttlirt ;"im 1.ider , Has "ti1- firi n:; n.t C''CM r personMl in tho ~re(, , 

Captbit? ''ider se• .. 1 '!ecil'li~t · ointon . '!C' d ropred l:ir ~npty rocket 

!lods, took ~ointon arrl l/ other 1~oundcd n<.·n on board , and cvac\ ~ted 

the, to "BfPty . 

[ i¢u".r>nant :~ri an. ~er~· ant A(1~ins left the COr.t'"llmicat.ion~ 

J·;unk.or at 1720 hours, after coverinc U1·· IJit.hc'lrul~al of t.hl' othor "'en 

in tile h1 nker, aull \!Pnt to t.IJ-> cen~er bunkc>r on the , orth wal, 1-sbare 

norUil)y wounded fer•·E>ant ~n.,lor 1&"7 on a r-tretcber. ':Ori and ~.dlt..in~ 
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trench . 

onl.._v lo !'in.d :111 '"rrli cor>t.'"'r :- !":ad -on~< . 

':our 3:--t r , r.nd hi:; bO<"ly IUl::: hid1:<m in t1 e " rud1. 

viol e-nt t u1, the rcargunrd c:>uccreded in ~lo)r1 jnf' :h. nor~,h 1~n1J un ' il 

evt r •·o11t> •;ho \lfl~' :·ti'J d ive f{ot out of h c.,mp . •·ith tho evncuo-

tion r.om:nl1•f e , thc.- r ear.,terd began u 1 car.~ro::; 11iLhrlr:•\ nl. t it 

•.ti .hdr eu, inr"ivi<'unle in th<: rearguard picksd up or nt::i:-t.cr. 

wl">unded •1en \Jho hd f allen cnrout~ to th e :andint; zonP . '':· the .... ime 

in the ln:v1in · zone were 8 l!"JlrinP nclicO!'~L· cr ewnen inclurlin£ 

of 1H •·ounrlccl :;roc irre~ular~ and ~ny of h ;,•ounrl"rl · 1ll1"'1l wrre 

in n ptr• tr of rhock over having been J eft bch nd nnd w 're nuita 

detl:)r$lizer1 . •'neov fire was h~ tting in t h l" 1 nnrlinr zone nnd rVA 

soldiers could be heard llhoutinf to on0 anoth"r . "hn r· tuntion •.ms 

:::erd.ous ono;l it w;• ~ obvious that t he onl;v courr-e of action t ' utt could 

T1!:-' EVM'IOJJ 

The wP.athPr, terrain, and time favor "d evasion . ~he cloud ceil-

in11~fls d<!scending f ast and fog was rapidly fo!'ming in t!,e vnl' .·v . 

"'he tel) elephant g rass in the valJey aho pro·:ided concealm<"nt . 

~ur~hermore, darkness was almost at hand . 

Tl:le only USk~ soldiers who had been ev<>c atP.!'i wf're tho~t> whost• 

wound~ Here so Sf'r ious as to preclude th<>ir W'l.]' · i11£. Four of the I) 



-
.-vucuatQ(l. ;. total of (.,o '1f>n l{f'-r"' AVacuatr.O nt th" til"lf' , I of 

wh?n, '"erreont "'aylor , died of woun·il" . /, l'ft.rr ~oldi .. rs 1./Pr l" 'iJ1Pd 

in c~r!p 11n1' tlocir boeit>s l eft behind . ('"hey \Jer e "errenntP .Ulnn, 

Jln], ~>n•i "cC~nn , nnd ::'pe-ciali:::t :'tahl , who hAd dec) inP.d ·•n opt or-

tttnitv to bo PVAcuated for wounds on 9 "ert:'h bc>cntwe ho wer n 

mediC nnd felt his mdicaJ t:l61)p "'"'l'P n--eded . ) 

diE'trBupht VietnamP!.'E> and ··unes for evRcuntion . ':~n:r of th" wounded 

nat:l.v"'s literally lay or squatted in ~et"l t0$1tionc, wt>iHng "ncl 

woun:Jed r.v>n, a]most all of ·.~hom refused to r·t off .. hr aircraft and 

to ~ccom~~Y th~ evaders . ~he U~A~ s oJdicr!.' hnd to ~ick, b<>at, ano 

raueh- hendle nanv of the wounded nen to forcP them on tlleir feet and 

into 'l file formation for evRsion . ''hile in the nroce .. ::: of ~>stabli~;h-

111ff pr 4 rr Among the evader::: , ')aptains Blair and rarter J ocated J.ietl

tonctnt ColonP.l House, 11ho was the ~Pnior com~t arm:; officer present . 

L:i,eu~enont ColoMl !'ouse was tol d that the ug;,.~F soldiers therr- \-/OuJ.d 

fqllPw his Ol'<lers and the A ~hau gar rison survivor t' wer.e nrepwing 

tQ b~rir. evMion , \-lith hope th-'~t rescue helicopt ers 'tonld pick them 

up the following day . If no rescue wa~ accomn.li~h ~d, House war toln 

that the ~urvivors planned t.o infiltrate through Pnemif helci territ-or;; 

to "pe . T icc.tona'1t "olon<>l r!ouse as!"urerl "aptains Bl--ir rtnd "'lrter 

and "'irst. I ieutenPnt ·:sri , t he Vf't\!=F officer" r:·rE>!"~nt , thP.t r.o ~·ub-

Stlqucr.t rt"'SCUG atterrnts ' 'Ot~ld be m ce bE!<'::tUFe of !JF hi :,;h c:i e.:-ree of 

rid: involved "or ~h" "elico~ters an1 he fe! t. that the evN1~>rs shoulcl 

a~t.,.mnt to cr og into "':-.eilaPrl. ~he con versa ~.ion tooY. only n few 

s1cor.·'r . ~y 17/,5 hours the evaders were ~ovil'.f , !'f'Af..., roldierr 

il)te'rf"ersed thenselves thr oughout the file to control nnd to "'rovido 
I • 
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\ler~> clo!'t' to • h 'ront of 1 h "or~:-.A • ion , 

th"ln •"'rt onto (J finrr>r of t.hc wesLf'rn "i 1.- J in,.. . »"t"Y rr1tro!:; 

the 'JVMlers hf'arc conrideral·) e rifl(' And ~utollllltic \oi(>P.l'lOnP firP in 

killinp :ome of h- ·~unne•1 rn:n "'ho hMl refu:-ed to ret off the (0\.mnd 

line . About t''o hours after rl·•rk thP file f'topped to re~t - f•1tigu,.. , 

huneer, thirst, '<I'd ''Ounrll" mAde l"lovenent ~:low .'\nd nPinful. '""he halt 

'1e:- called a b?.re '35 met~>r ~> bel01o1 an eneo.v antiAircrAft f.Uil rori tion . 

"'he !iVA. :-oldierl' 0:1 tho pof'itiorl fired n~verl'l) rifle :-hots •o· .. ;ard 

the oo:Lses -ade b;.r the re::~tinr evl!rler~ tu- din not leava 'heir pori-

tion !' 'l1o investi~a te the r.ource of Ht• r0unrl F . "'he V~MF !'olr' ier s 

consi r!(lrN) th"' ro: sibility of assaultinr; the ftntiaircr<>ft --.;n ~os'.-

tion ~nt dismil'S"d the consi~tration flf. being too risky in vie;• of 

the ~U\tu:- of forces , +he l'hortage o" a··. ~1 tior., anc •!')- c-"rta~nty 

that such nc~ion would discloce the location of tht' e-.:a-1inc.; force . 

t'h~ nveclr-rs rt>!>t<>d until uhout C2(VI hcuro 'lf th.,· lJ 'h on the 

ttJe.tl.r~sition , t!J, Ui:~f.F offic••rs perf'uaded J irutenerit ';olonel M'our•e 

thAj tha s"'rious phyfical conditi on of 10I"t of the eva :er~ JOule 

• he'1 Ll•gon movil'lf' nor l.b on the eastt·rtt rJ op"' of .h" •o~· :- tl•rn r:.d ···-

1 >n~, 11'1•1 continu~d t.he.t. JliOVr>ment \tn il · ,..wn . l m·ing thir ··>Or t.ion 

of t:v Pva sion, 

ildkins, and approximately B i;unr,s became !:'"r.ar~ te·· from 

cody and continued raovement north\.larrl on their 0\10 , -everal 



f':roupr cut. heck onl.o 'hr volJr•y f)oor ct Jt•,m . ~h.-. n~in ~o-'y :novctl 

v11.h f>.Y - /.,7 ~ifl'!s in 1 hoir ~~rrartt:: "'o fJuFh f,lw l'vro<'r: . 

LIDR :;oldier , l'lireculouc.Jy nvoidoc -::ne:-w contact by l'lltn.:'l'! · !'ort.h 

·urinr, th,., ni!!ht elo~ th'' ..,~in trdl throu"h the i. ~h:-u ··sl 1 ey 

Ur' to 'ia -,at , •..rher .. 'h y Ht!l"e 1:1icked up l:y a marinn c··- 'L -roun,; 

lJOO hour.s on th0 11 h . 

olwervcd ~y th P.vaderr. to ul' cir.:lin.· 'lrmmci ~a ~ut :lnd " .-air of 

: ieutena~ Colonol i!our<> to te-ll him in '·,•hich dirnclion •o r,o in 

order to rerch 0 suitahle Joncling zone for heHcoptcr:: . T i!;utenMt 

0olon·~l Hou13e told i i~ut.Pnant Har:l t.h.,t the part.y 'IOUlc~ no>; go to a 

conterr to ~ant: . · ioutf'n~nt ·:ari ar-v.ed •,•itll Colone-l "o• ~~ , hut 

<lid , but U1at the A t::hau people \4ere going to try to dllo\!'.l thE' 'li'r

cr"ft, td g~t to a ~uilHhle lanc1 ine zone , and to get nir.~:~<i up . 

· i £•Ut,narit l'aTi !"truck out toward an eren ~uit&l-lf' "or ] .. :- in~ h"',i-

ing And threatening to ha•!e "llri courtMrtial, 1, shou)f. ·h._y bot.h 



• ., 

~ror,nnc, fl:~r , r~nrl ~mirror . 

mobhirtr of t~ircreft by oo.nicked ' "bt.r.anesr on thr. prciouc (; ":', 

wi:t,.l:r rr. fused ~ o 1 ond . Inotc<>i , t'lr h ~lie opt n · hovor~>rl on·' u t 

~ tirnt) 'lnd 10\~r>r ·d slinn' with >.ihich •n· · hoisted the """'" nbo~w' , 

~he rnscue ::-t~rted about 11),5 hours end r-nd".ld around 1;.15 ho\U' :- , 

:'hose r escued 4 ncluded J ievLer;;ont '::olonP.l Hom·e ancl "11 r.larin·~s; 

!'e1•getmt Undervood , o USM-'F l'olc'ier who Hat- \IOUD<led b.'l{!ly in thn 

let ; 2 women; nnd 4 serious1 y "ounded r r-c irre "'Ularr . J i.if'M'? 

soldiE-rs and "bout 50 or '"tore ''ietnsnes'? :md · unrs, ~11 'IO\UJrled in 

VI' r;rinr, c norees, wer~ not nicked up end had to con tir\l,:> ev:1 in'" . 

C~l))tnin r.art. r 1 s em.~l} flB r t.y rade con teet vith an G1E 'lircr~>.!'t 

fur • her n<'rth . "· <;H- '!I. he] icopter lanc·"'d :md took thrrn on I oarc , 

but 'l$ it wnr taking off, it ~-:a~ hit 1~:: "nP!1l,Y !'l!l.3]) ens fire nnd 

cr"ehed . Captain Sarter and hi !' ~r ly, joined by tht:' 4 rorino 

h~>HCCfpter craHmrn , ag"in hncl to evade . ~he uarty rrn into a rruad 

of INA !JOlclier s D.t thAy fled th <;lcwned helicopter and in t,hc> bri' r 

f;!d rm.1 (lh t.hPt, l"P rul ted , one "m:g '''"'~ kilJ ed anrl onP "'"'cr'""" ct?nr ra t".d 

fro~. 1!he rroup. Car ter 1 s group brokP. con~ct and !"9nnr· d to con inue 

ev.::ri<>n . 

the rQMaindE'r of th 9ft<>rnoon s.n P · t ••it:ht . -he rr;!'roninc b· hind 

the 1lecis.l.on to ~tay there \1::~ r~>ver,l "old : 

( 1) ' ovement only increased · h ch:mcPs of rtmnin- into 

( ?.) "'he }ocation of tliQ. 1!'n0inr.- zone> \.lar l:nc-wn 'y r<>rcue 



I • 

• irl"r'lft "OU)ti r,~t•1rn to it 0n 1 h 17!0rninn nf ) ;> ''drCh; 

(-=) It 1~:1 t honed that th~ enemy 'Joulrl think th~ t 1~hr tP\''lr 

t.f1e h"licoptnrr on th.- llth : 

(1.) The men '~'ere all "'Xtremely f'ltip1er nml theL untreated 

vounds werr- bleeding and becomin;r iru"cted . 

,'.bout 2:;1 ki) omc;ters further north , ':antain CartP.r ' :1 party ~>ntnh-

lisho;.d n. tight rorimet' r for the night . 1Jurine; i.ho' nJ ·1 t. " tiger 

::o:pewr!?.t . llndNtbtably, the stench of th"' \40undt=: th'lt eoch rmn had 

~~~racted thn tigf'r and wh~tte0 his appetite . ~he tic~r ~>v ntualJy 

gay<> Up thP hunt -'.100 Hent to find easier ':>rev , 

·.t 09.30 hours 12 !!ar ch Captain ~art."r ' s ,arty Has !'licl.ed up 

wi1hout incident . 

.'.t ~-)~roYimate1y lCJO hours 12 .. arch , marine c·1- 11, he1 icopterl' 

r"~U:!'rl"' · to the landin"' zone held by i.h,. "13in 1 oc~y and beran hoist-

ing '"ll'!n aboarti ty sling . !'any of the \loun<ier , frir,htenf'ci , rJomoraliz~d 

~ri1tnnl"l~Se GIDG irrent)art , had to br hit. vit.h rHlo l::utt~· ani! kicked 

a•1ay ifrorn 1,he. rJing coJJar· . ?hey at.t.~:>rnptod to mob it., ~nr1 manv of 

co~~ into tho cPnter of parimeter . ~h•'Y • ·ere nfrai<1 I h1·y llOUld 

be a' r·n ·oned 1 'll~hourh t}lir, fear 1.1as obvioudy 1.1ithout. cr.uce , for 

th1" cculd Si o that th .. thr ee USiifF soldier : remaining ~tith t.h m 

wel;!:' net leavine th~m but Here sending "ietnarnPSI" first to t.he hov-

erint l':~>licopt ·rs . Animal fears prevailen over human re,..~on , ho\J-

ev·Jr , n-:' t.hr> ';IJY irrePUlars began kilJ ing one another in heir 

to 
ef 'orts •o ~et o thP d ing and.4be hauled ab,.,rrd a helicopter . The 

first to :-tArt :-hootine ~·ere some of 'h men on the nerimetcl'. ~oon 

evtjryon• WI~ shooting at ever yone else and the Arn•1ricans could not 

r.t~p it!Y killing, ~omeone thr e\J a handgrenadll into t.hl' mob crowding 



around hA rlinr. . 

&rabbed 'he colJarr. of • n~ heJic:optc>r ~)j n ·~ 11nd \4ere snatched to 

for altitude . 

~he fri~ndJ:t ner sonnel situe • ..ion Ha~ as fo1Jo1~s : 

CI DG ~:IKE CIVILIAN US/1~F L1 DB IlrfF.:!(F!Ci''-R '10'!'AL 
~~·?C:-

Originally 
in camp - 210 1/,J 51 

=teturned - 109 5.3 6 

Returned 
.. ounded 52 ~ ... 

') 2 

,.., . 
~" 101 QO 45 

::It\ 
'=;elieved - 50 ?5 42 
rtA 

·.:eapon!Llost e-stimated) : 

Aircraft T oat : 

1? 6 s 
12 5 3 

12 1 1 

5 1 5 

1 1 5 

I 

100 Garbines 
10 LiPht mechineguns 

5 BAR 1 s 
4 60rnm l:ortars 
2 81mm Hortar::: 

1 AC- 47 
1 F- 4 
1 A-lE 
L CH- ~4 1 s 

1 HU- lD 

H'8 

21,? 

] ?8 

L. 

: nemy cc.;:.:: .. : ~ies during the battle were extremely heavy , It was 

impossible to ge~ ~ body count, of cour~o; however , a conserv&tive 

ettimate by consensus of the USASF per~onnel at A chau was th~t the 

e1tetq¥ suffered between 500 and 800 ldlled , Several month!: after the 

b1t~e, some rNA soldiers were captured in II CTZ who said ~hey 

participat~d in the bnttle for Canp A Shau, Their testimony concern-

ing casualties wa::: that the !NA had over 1, 200 111~11 t-.illed , -hey ~aid 

tilat the remnants of 95E :tegiment returned 1.o r:orth Vietnam after 



the battJ;e to retrain on 11 techniques for a ttncking for tifj Pd t'trong-

In l~ovember 19(/-, the enemy rcloPsed the ··ietnamese and l'ungs 

they hiH1 te.ken pri$oner during the battle . {\ totaJ. of 21, men Here 

:-eturned . 'l'he releaseil nrisoners said that chey had. partl.cipated in 

the mass burial at a huge number of ~~~ corpses . Mhey estimat~d 

the,t the enei!\Y ho.d S;,>proxime.t.c)y 1 , 000 men killed . 

In "~y 1966 U&\SF Detachment C- 1 conducted a booy recovery opera

tion at Camp A Shau . 'Ihe bodies of ADen , Hall , ;:ccenn, ;:nd Stahl 

\lere retriev(.Jd . "'he body of 'T'aylor , who had died during the evasion, 

~as not found . ~be recovery force noted that the ene~v did not 

attempt t o salvage weapons ana tn!lteriel al)andoned by the A. :bau 
I 

garri~on 1~hen it evacuated t he camp . This , too, Has cons.iflered an 

indicJto~ that tre normally frugal and scavenging enemy force '·IllS 

badly rauled in the .battle . 

l 

l . ~be enemy b\dldup and preparation~ for attack on r.amp A 8hau 
I 

were 1bserved and reported over a t\.10 month fl(!riod . The certainty 
f. 

. I 
o r an ~ending attack became obvious to the A Phau garrison when 

the t'.fo rNA defectors came into the cam:o. The saddest a$pect of 

the eJtife battle was that aRVN I Corps refused to reinforce the 

caJilp t!itp infantry end artillery before the battle , despite the fact 

that l~ ~ad responsibilit.y £or the defense and s~curity of CIDC camps 
I 

r 
and hld ;every indicafJion that Camp h Sbau \Wuld be attt>~ked . The 

f.\Rv14 dorps failure !lll.l.St be shared by III HAF , USASF Detachment C- 1 , 
I 

and 5 h (SFGp, for all of those headq_uarters also failed to take 

adequ measures to reinforce s.u.Lficiently Camp ;. Shau prior to the 

';'be r>pecial forces contribut-ion to the preparation for de-

not what was requested by the UcAfF De'.-:achment ft-102 



• 

~ . 1 n·;ufficlt' nt anu"tm1tion for nll wenpon<- •.w.s . to·~kJ iled •d. 

A :=:bou . ~n conneouence- , t l e-re wll f" not eno\tf h nmrtUnition on hand f c.r 

a S\trtt~in&o <k·f~nnA , 

1 . here \"He• no "Or ~ stablirJlc r1 in the r.amp A. fhnu tPcurit.y 

are~ . "'hP. ab:::• net~ of m1itnbJe terri• in , ~'>Xc~>pt on thf."' fj neer of thP 

ri<:J('e Wt:rt Of 'b" C"mp, "'II" :-~nF re1FOil ·hy no C0f' W8r !Jd,l'b}iPhod , 

7hP ot.h r rE'BI'ons were thtlt t.here we" insufficitmt troop rtreneth 

for ~~tablishi,p a COP and that a COP ~oulri not have beon arlequntcly 

sur-not·tr>d by inci.ir>"ct fire w ·8!1onc . ,..,l<rthP.rnore, thert> would have 

b<;~;n no means available to cover effAc t.ivcly .hr. gaps between eJ emel'lts 

on thP COP, f'ince there 1~ere no orgt•nic aerial :?urvei, J ance means 

ex ra~hr a.v?.ilable , manpo1~er was limited, fire rupport '!'leans were 

restrP.,cted to mortars 14ith very 1i ttle ai!Illlunit.ion , end conceall!len t 

avail~ble to ~.,he ene!1'· waF excellent . Cutguard:: •..1e~e established by 

looal rocurity patrols in 1 ieu of e::;toblishing a COP. 7he CIOO ir

re'!Ulars on outguard duty did not atte~pt to d<>Jay •he enemy or to 

give rthe alarm when the atta~k took pJace , nnd ther"' were too few 

outguards to prevent enell\Y patrols from closely reconnoitering the 

perimeter ~rior to the be~tle . ~e :acrp ~ fhau security area was 

reiat{ively ineffective , except that considerable effort Has S\1C

cesl'fully ext:rtr>d to ~~et"p f"ri•mdly reconnaissance and combat pa:brolf' 

out and to keep aerial reconnaisRance active in the area to prevent 

surpl'ise . 

1, . ~he organization of the Camp A fhau forward defense area 

wan $atisfactory, although the conduct of the for11ard defense was 

not. '•'ire discipline wa s not maintRined before or dud.ng the atteck , 

~nemy reco;~aiPsance probes had succeeded in determininr, the locn

tion of almost every automatic weapon and evory firing nost , ~\~ther

l:IO",re , poor fire discipline resulted in vsaste of a::ununition . 'utual 

s~pbrt b~tween units on the perimeter (FEBA) wa s good , except that 

the treacherous actions of the CIDG 11.1 ~ompany resulted in a gap 



5. '~'he orr,nnizn t.i on of the rMr "r"n ·· 1. t, nmp !\ fhau wn ~· fair] y 

a A co7ereil inn or i:!Pfl"nse nerim"' ter and th· t. there ,.rar not <>1·3f!Uatc 

co·;.;-r , esnecial l~r ovorh~>ad cov,.•r, indo<" thr> camp . 

6 . 7he Detachm~:>nt C- 1 'lnd 5-t!l fFGp ''ikE' 'orct" re~crvss could 

:;o:. be employed a:< Pff'Pctive reinforcr.-montl? or connter attack forces 

e.f· r-r the battle beg'"'n l-IC'cauEe the- s;·ecinl forces orgl'lnization lacked 

e.n ::>rgar:ic e.irmobilP capability . 

7 . "h~n the FFBi\ was penetrat.-.d the initi~l counterattack \las 

corf'-lcted piecemeal by a reserve not sufficiently strong to eject 

th.., enemy fron the battle area and to restore the FPBA . "'he reason" 

ILS ' ' w~ that ~he CIOO CRP was not released by ';hunP Uy -;)ung to partici-

pate in the counternt"ack t.rit.h tht> r f>rerve · latoon and civilians 

fr.:~c the t-ake '7orcP. "o"''·any . ~he :·ike ~ore-. reserve platoon had 

al,..ra::y giv::n up one squad to rei nforce thP. ~l.".rn pre:-~"c: force on 

the south \IS] 1 and had r-ustr~ined hNI vy cP ~ual ties fron t,h~> r:or tar 
l 

shejrJng . '~'he forces on 1;he north wall were not able t.o participate 

in tbe count.eratt.ack because they, too, had dvtln up some people to 

reix' ~:·ce the south vall 1 ~Jere receiving mnch iM •·un !'ire fror. the 

north , and had too far to '"'Ove uncover"cl and expoped to the violent 

norlt-sr .sheHing in progress . ':'he counterattack w~s launched promptly, 

ar.d ~~e forces executing it were aggressive; however , it just vas 

not1 strong enough . 

~vbsequent att~mpts a t counterattack to restore the F~BA were 

un~cce~sful becAvse •ha eneiDlv was too etrong in th~ ca~p, becaure 

111:;. of the 'l ietno.mese who could have joined in the counterattacks 

d~ !let do so , and because allll1lUil!. tion shortages 1-1ere acute aJ'..d 



I 
I 

• 

l..<riet.•ri fire ''O'J r . ~he :inabUi""y o:.' 
I th1 FE': .. uith '".h" initial count<>re ... •·t~:~ '1nd the f• ilur :;< of n:· 

rcqu~'nt co\J..'l':."ra .. teci:s mad<: def~'-at of ··" ~ 'hat •flr ·i· on iL

lvit(ltlo fine<' no outcide r ehuorcemnt or nm;.r1L1 ra•.• "c'· !'orc-1 w~::-
1.0!1\""J. t ted . 

l~ns for rlrfense 1-lPr e ~imple enough and "'r.ch unii: un•ll'lrftood •1ha' 

I .-he thr ee continglmciN· thn t 'o·tcloperl r.-.r oro r CXPf ctod of it. , 

·/ .ich no prior -rlam: had been rade W3rP the •lnfecti on of tl1e ·:rx; 

. · ·hou h n cmmter,tt~c~t '!')lan ··:dstr.rl , 1: countcr'lt' · d: hs.; 

not n r~"''"<'nrsed . 
I 
un£: • ;: 

9. " r:adership exercised ly; a"l of tr~ H~'t\IT ~o}diers 'n~ tru:ty 

o:utst·· . ·in!'; . ny actions and or r' Ar ~ , t-he ~.meric ' .. :-:r·1~ the ·· e!'en se 

to:~et1 r-- for al:..ost )8 hour:- in the r-ac"J of an o.t ...... ~ oy almost 

:1un "'- :ir ··.e :'ike ~orce !1arl ~tron- '\u:g J..& tler 

of .. h CJ"G 

irrcgulcr· 'irl not fi -;};t as ·.Jell a~ did •h. ··:::. 

pe;li..cy in ., ~u•iv:-:. ::>" th" '":lf}~ -o Trn hr\d L: ":1 '.o uu.il 1 U ro 
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JO•:'~ch Wl~ n h<!roic effort by t h,-. f'> r ir< r . Tt r:1wo u11 of iv 

swl'vivor s of 'h" ;.. ~hau (iarri:;on by c"lud nr- the- clnf"'IIQ~:-!· to 1 re:-;k 

out of the cnnp and to be- ev"cu~te<l i~i"'!!di"'rl ·r or to ev.:!d... . ..ort 

lil~P. aninals to ge-l; e.htX'r d one of '.h" h~lil:-:>ot'l!'f i1· t d.icl ):!nd . 

ch0ice , since •hyde· l fnrc<> and -er!:u:!~icn could not prt"o:.:e:J. .<> 

'"iut~amest> fron ovcr loac1ing the helicopter : • 

h?.li" of th• evacua'ion )lelicopter :: t'it.i --:ot. lc•,' nnd ~~ y hr.d "et·n 

G !'"'.J irre~"'ulars in :.!-!e !'"lain part:: or ev:1 ·crt 

in ,heir !)-."lnic :l.nr.l' ~::n to ki}} one r.r.o ·~ r in t'a<>l.r :::-··;;·· ._o be 

evacuat~>o on 12 ··nrch . 

•• e lo ~ 0 

<>.t ,, , costs or of ~ .an ·{'ni!li; otl 

59 



polt th•t, "'" "": c•n bo 'eo•ro··ed , 

.\ zignifi.~"nt r .... rcm:rwr. of h ~ -· G UT"~·~· nrr ~r r 

~P-'1thft.ic towm-ci ;., ';D.J r>ro~?.r.l or ·~e·· r:: ;r-:~~ .. · tic ·•.iLl! •h 

.. i et ':on& "o],:•;~,· ni•.i•c'"ives to 'ht> point t.i,, .. , ">!'\'' ··t~i.-• tl1ro 

l'lff'J'l•·f or en~rn~; ~vnr-e • b:i zer~ , · •ho cc·•·,t1uc• :::·' vr :· ... ; ve r.c V ·;i tir :: .:.:-. 

FU!1 ort Of hP ''it>.._ -011~ • 

L,. , 'h•' lacl . .-.£ a l·in :in& "lili•..er-· "bFbetion, of a s•·s t.G o .f 

tlil:!.t.ary justice ~r. · ·nforced ;i)itar• ,; · Fcipliw- , '!nO of •• '>!':> 

:;i::i.' ~rv t r:l.in~J'\!' .:c:.r '::iiG i!'rE: 1.l)<J r!' ~k"~ h n - .. ~. e n• ::· }"r5 

~r t --t~ ve han :· -... :..:.r frV·ndl· ar,' •r.e::-" ~}it:n:· .·ore<>!" , 

of L'UE-rr:i.l}~ urdtr ::-.: 'lt+eli"" Fize . 

6 , ,..he leek cl' c:i!.'Ci !>Hne ' is! lay,· )):· ".t:n•: I!!)" "'OJ'ic:-r , : cl 

·'J:!.t irl'egulnrs shou:lo b~> cor ~ir'<>roo in J'l "::'"l~t•t a ~"! !ror r 

vnr·.l:t ' ion of ,,,.,, e :·--ce:;o un"!?r "{ r · • 

7 . 1cmote CJ'D(} C":Jp::: "rust b.z ~r4)1:i :ea '.J ,;.tl: ~ :'• -en~ nrr·~,. .. , 

ad!'t'.lnte orr.<~n)r f;r.,_ !: t.:. 'l~"O!•t /!lref~ru'}!•. O'.li•ze:-' "nQ E\!i' :c·~ t. 

er:.t~i ion ~nl ~~ 1:~~ tv C n ·uc~ Seni-i~~C)~n Pnt 

ef: c ·., 

r : c-,. 
,.. 

:' P.C 0 :. ~lJ-

":qx; ~c- , 



lO , CI"lG c•unp~ :.>houlrl htP-•e stron£ in• "rn., l d.., f~>n' or , • o inclul. <:! 

an ihncr p rimeter, nachinerun but'.ker .. , ::!tl(i r.o···!:llnic"- '.inn::- trenchPr . 

penet-ration:- of ho ':"f:BI\ by block:inr t.bE'o, ·ou11 faciJ1 1• • t.uuch-

inp, pf l.h"' count..,rat a('k to restore '-!.~ -o;.. , '11 rl w:.lUld r " ''i ric 

lJ . The $pecial forc~"s advisor llllH·t i.e wware of t:hr- • <,~ "i" ilit:; 

tha1l r LD' lcader:-hip over t_.i;_• '~.fDG irre•-,.Je .~F nr-:r roll"Pf'" .in n 

cri:Jis . 
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